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| National Troubles a proper Ground for 


N alional Humiliation. 


2 E K M O N I. 


il. Chron. xx. 3 4. 


And Jehoſhaphat feared, and ſet himſelf to ſeek the 
Lok p, and proclaimed a FAST throughout all 
Fudah : and Fudah gathered themſelves together 
to oſt RELP of the LORD: —— 


T is a truth not to be controverted, that 
public calamities ſhould diſpoſe us to public 
humiliation: and, the frequent practice of 
the Jewiſh, no leſs than of the Chriſtian church, 


ſuggeſts the propriety of dedicating a SETT DAY | 


to ſuch public acts of general ſolemnity; to the 
Intent, that the ſeaſons themſelves may be ſtamp- 

ed with unuſual awe, and the important occa- 
ſion of them, attended with a more deep and 
univerſal impreſſion; but eſpecially, that the ac- 
knowledgments of our dependence on the ſove- 
reign mercy and over-ruling providence of the 
Moſt High Gop, may be the more publicly and 
the more ſolemnly recognized. 

To learn righteouſneſs from all the diſpenſations 
of the LogD; more eſpecially, when his judgments 
are in the earth; is ot once our privilege and our 


duty. 
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duty. And, as the swoRD is a dreadful miniſter 
of divine judgment; it highly concerns thoſe who 
are in any degree affected by the awful viſitant, 
to ſearch and try their ways and turn unto the LoRD. ® 
In the common incidents of life, wiſdom addreſſes 
us in a fill ſmall voice: but, when Fehovah in- 
tendeth a more emphatic alarm to the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, he lifteth up his voice like 
thunder, and ſpeaks to them in the famine, the 
Peſtilence, the earthquake, or the ſwsrd. Gop's 
viſitations are frequently accommodated to the 
degree of impiety, which they are deſigned to 
puniſh. And, though in general his merciful 
_ chaſtiſements bear an infinite diſproportion to the 
number, weight, and meaſure of our crimes; yet 
the flagitious nature of the one, is frequently 
characterized by the ſeverity of the other. Thus, 
when a people, through the abuſe of thoſe na- 
tional privileges, wherewith they have been in- 
dulged ; have arrived at an uncommon pitch of 
profaneneſs, infidelity, or carnal ſecurity : When 
pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance of idleneſs, * 
which was the iniquity, and conſummated the ruin 
of Sodom, like a triple floodgate, are opened in 
torrents of licentiouſneſs: When to this are added 
an open or ſecret contempt of the inſtitutions and 
law of God, and the no leſs flagrant crime of 
diſeſteem for the goſpel of his dear Son: When 
a people are thus abandoned to impiety on the 
one hand, or funk in the dregs of infidelity on Fane: 
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for National Humiliation. 7 


other: When privileges, civil and religious, are 
abuſed to purpoſes of the higheſt ingratitude and 


rebellion againſt the benevolent Donor of them: 
I fay, when the conduct of a people is marked 
with ſuch a black ſerics of aggravations; the 
LoRD is obliged to have recourſe, often, to ſuch 
means as are beſt calculated to aſſert his dominion 
upon earth ; to vindicate the honor of his injured 
laws; and to give an awful teſtimony of his hatred 
to that abomination, SIN. 
In doing this, he awaketh as one out of ſleep. J. 

He whets his glittering ſword, and his hand takes hold 


on judgment: while the deſign meditated in ſuch 


tremendous preparations of affronted Majeſty, is, 
to render vengeance to his adverſaries and to reward 
them that hate him.“ As he is furnithed with an 


infinite variety of armor, for the purpoſe of main- 


taining his controverſy with the nations; he there- 
fore makes choice of a particular ſpecies, accord- 
ing to his own ſovereign will and pleaſure; and 
the ſelection, as wiſe as awful, never fails of ſuc- 


ceſs. In a ſingle moment, he can ſummon to his 
aid, the elements in their moſt dreadful forms : 
and of any or all of them can compoſe his tre- 


mendous artillery. He can walk on the wings 


of the whirlwind; find his way in the flame of a 
devouring fire; or make his pavilion round about 


him of dark waters, and thick clouds of the ſkies. F_ 


He can deal deſtruction, in the twinkling of an 


eye, BF the lightning's "Ig flaſh; and put the 
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world in awe, when he thundereth with the voice of 
his excellency. ＋ If he do but touch the earth, 
it trembleth, and the perpetual hills bow at the 


very intimation of his diſpleaſure. When he mean- 
eth to be avenged on a nation becauſe of its rebel- 
lions, the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, Þ thall 


execute his vindictive purpoſe : or the deſtruction 


05 that waſteth at noon-day, accompliſh his will. Pale 


famine, that ftalks behind, and generally brings 
up the rear of Gop's deſolating train; is a no leſs 
formidable, tho” leſs expeditious miniſter of di- 
vine judgments, than the earthquake or the plague. 

But who can recount the variegated ſcenes 
of diſtreſs, deſolation, and woe, that attend the 
ravages of waR? When Gop gives the sWwoRD 
its awful commiſſion, and faith ** Sword, go through 
the land;” F its path is marked with blood, and 
wide- ſpread depopulation. No age, rank, or ſex, 
is exempt from the influence of its deſtructive 


edge. The hoary head, and helpleſs infant; the 


rich and the poor; the mean man and the hono- 
rable; are often equal ſharers in its promiſcuous 
havoc. Though the land before it be as the 
garden of Eden; yet behind it the ſcene reſem- 
bles the defolate wilderneſs. Cities burned with 
fire; towns laid in heaps of ruins; populous 


countries deſerted of their inhabitants; a total 
ſtagnation of trade, of agriculture; commercial 


intercourſe obſtructed; the rich, from a ſtate of 
opulence, reduced to abject poverty; bondage, 


| + Jeb XXXVii. 4. 1 + Pſc xci. 6. J Exel. XIV... 17. 
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the dreadful ſubſtitute for liberty ; national tran- 
quillity changed by ſad viciſſitude into uproar 
and confuſion; the ſhrieks and lamentations of 
the vanquiſhed; the groans of the dying ; the 
battle of the victorious warrior, with confuſed noiſe, 
and garments rolled in blood ; the earth ſtrewed 
with heaps of ſlain, till the ſword is even made 
drunk with blood; - theſe, and a thouſand more, 
are the dreadful concomitants, the lamentable 
effects, the gloomy attendants, of the wide-waſt- 
ing ſword. 

And muſt not the very mention of theſe things 
fill every ſympathetic breaſt with emotions of 
horror at the evil, from whence they originate? 
Who can hear of the miſeries of an enemy, involv- 
ed in all the calamities of WAR, and not feel for 
the unhappy ſufferers? But, if the mere recital 
of ſuch ſcencs of blood can affect us ſo deeply; 
what muſt be the ſenſations of thoſe immediately 
converiant in them? Let us turn our thoughts 
to the weſtern Continent. Unhappy America |— 
Lately bleſſed with every ſpecies of proſper ty, 
calculated to increaſe the opulence and grandeur 
of a florithing people. Now, the ſeat of rebellion, 
of anarchy, of war! and a ſcene of depopulation 
and blood! Surcly, our hearts even while they 
feel the utmoſt deteſtation of the rebellious mea- 
ſures which laid the foundation of the preſent 
troubles; muſt nevertheleſs be actuated with ſen- 
timents of commiſeration towards the unhappy 
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ſufferers themſelves. It would be contrary to the 
generous nature of Britons, and to the profeſſion 
of Chriſtians, not to ſympathize with an enemy in 
diſtreſs, even when that diſtreſs, as in the preſent 
caſe, is felf-procured and juſt, So that, while 
our eyes are witneiics to the extravagant claims of 
independency and rebellion ; they cannot but 
drop a tear of pity over the miterable ſubjects, led 
| _ aſtray by the moſt horrid infatuation. 
But while we. are reviewing the calamities of the 
ſword, let us by all means advert to the Hand, 
by whoſe ſovereign permiſſion it is unſheathed. 
Whatever are the ſchemes of fallible men; howe- 
ver wicked in their origin, or pernicious in their 
effects: Revelation teacheth us to believe, that an all- 
wiſe Gop ſo ſuperintends and over rules them all, 
as to carry on his own ſecret counſels of providence 
| and to make them ſubſervient to his grand purpoſe 
of grace, reſpecting the ſalvation of his people. 
Many are the devices of men's hearts; but the COUNSEL 
F the LoRD, THAT ſhall tand.“ But without pre- 
ſuming to fathom the depth of Gop's inſcrutable 
diſpenfations, or to ſay unto the ALMIGHTY, 
« What deft thou 274+ Let us rather apply our- 
ſelves to that which immediately concerns us; 
| viz. the improvement of the preſent awful criſis. — 
q The ſword has received its commiſſion. It has 
been, and ſtill continues to be, bathed in blood. 
We are involved in all the horrors of war; of a 
civil war; which originated from a wanton abuſe 
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of liberty, and is carried on thro' the unyielding 
obſtinacy of falſe patriotiſm. Mc, as a people, arc 
deeply intereſted in the progreſs and iſſue of the 
important ſtruggle; and, as a /inful people, juſtly 
chargeable with heinous p rovocations of the di- 
vine Majeſty, and obnoxious to his merited wrath; 
it is Incumbent on us to humble ou;telves under his 
almighty hand; to deprecate his diſpleaſure; to 
implore his mercy; and to ſeek for help in 
this important time of need. Though the Bri- 
tiſh arms have been hitherto crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs; yet, as the battle is the LoRD's, and as he 
can in a moment change the ſcale of victory, blaſt 
all our counſels, and refuſe in anger #9 go forth 
with our hoſts : + our eyes ſhould be looking up 
to this great Arbiter of life and death, and our 
hearts clevated in importunate prayer at his gra- 
cious throne; that he would be pleaſed, during 
the continuance of the war, to ailiſt us with his 
almighty arm; that, by his interpolition, a period 
may be ſpeedily put to the preſent troubles, and 
that there may be a happy reſtoration of peace 
and tranquillity ; that we may be deeply ſenſible 
of our national provocations of the Majeſty of 
heaven; and that the Gop of all grace would 
avert thoſe judgments, which might be juſtly in- 
flicted on us, for our grievous departures from 
bim | 

We are more efpecially, upon the preſent oc- 
cafion, called to engage in theſe ſolemn excrciſes, 
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by the Proclamation of our gracious Sovereign ; 

who hath appointed this day * for a general 

** FAST and humiliation before Almighty Gop, 

to be obſerved in moſt devout and folemn 

manner, by ſending up our prayers and ſap- 

“ plications to the Divine Majeſty: for obtain- 

** ing pardon of our fins, and for averting thoſe 

heavy judgments, which our manifold provo- 

£ cations have moſt juſtly deſerved; and implor- 

| * ing his bleſſing and aſſiſtance on the arms of his 

* Majeſty by ſea and land; and for reſtoring and 

% perpetuating peace, ſafety, and profperity to 
„ Himſelf and to his Kingdoms.” - Theſe are 

the particulars recommended to us, on this ſo- 

lemn occaſion, as well by his Majeſty's Procla- 

mation, as by the Form of prayer tranſmitted from 

our eccleſiaſtical Governors. Theſe we are to 

keep in view, through the ſeveral branches of our 

humiliation: that, while we are giving a public 
teſtimony of our loyalty to the King, and of our 
ſolicitude about the interefts of his government, 

as well as the ſucceſs of his arms; we may be 

more eſpecially reminded of the allegiance we 

| owe to the King of kings, and greatly abaſed by 
a conſideration of the manifold inftances of our 

rebellions againſt him. 

It muſt adminiſter not a little pleaſure to every 
ſerious mind to reflect, that the circumſtances of 
the preſent day of humiliation bear, in ſome mea- 
ſure, a ſtriking reſemblance to thoſe enjoined 
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+ See the Title to the Form of prayer r adapted to the preſent occaſion. 
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throughout the land of Judah, upon the com- 


mencement of a war with the children of Moab and 


the children of Ammon; and that the proclamation 
of his Majeſty for appointing a general FAST upon 


the preſent awful-emergency, comes recommend- 
ed to us by the example of fo illuſtrious and pious 
a Prince, as that of Fehyſhaphat, King of Fudah.— 
And Feloſhaphat feared, and ſet himſelf to ſeck the 
LoRD, and proclaimed a FAST throughout all Fudah : 
and Judah gathered themſelves together to aſt HR 
HF the Lok D: In a farther improvement of which 
words, and of the folemn occaſion to which J 


have taken the liberty of ascommodating them; 
it ſhall be my buſineſs, | 


I. To confider what is implied | in ſteking the 


LORD: 


II. To point out the nature, end, and 4 


of faſting in general; as well as the proper tem- 


per neceſſary for the performance of this duty 
when publicly enjoined : 

III. To ſhew that when engaged i in ſolemnities 
of this nature, we ſhould never forget, that to aft 
help of the Lokp is among the moſt “ neceſſary 
meaſures of force,” to be uſed againſt our adver- 
ſaries, whether temporal or ſpiritual. 

I. I am to confider, what is implied in ſeeking 
the Lox, — 1 It implies a making application 
to Him, in every incident, whether ordinary or 
extraordinary; from the common occurrences of 


life, up to the more awful and uncommon diſpen- 
fations of Gp, which ſhake the earth, and ſpread 
terror through the inhabitants thereof. As pre- 
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ſidet fingulis tanquam univerfis & univerſis tanquam 
ingulis, he preſides over the univerſe and indi- 
viduals in it, by an equal ſuperintendency of 
providence; his hand is to be obſerved, his over- 
ruling power acknowledged, and his direction 
ſought, as well in the circumſcribed ſphere of 
individuals, as in the more enlarged and impor- 
tant concerns of ſtates or kingdoms. The prac- 
tical knowledge of this truth at the ſame time 
that it enters deeply into the very eſſence of 
chriſtianity, contributes much alſo towards the 


| happineſs of its highly - favored votaries. For, 


while it furnithes an antidote to the horrid aſſaults 
of Atheiſm and Infidelity, it keeps their minds 
ſtayed upon the Lok, and their ſouls truſting in 
their provident Gop. To this almighty and all- 


_ ſufficient Friend they commit all their concerns, 


great and minute ; and upon his arm, providence, 
and grace, they hang, for an accompliſhment of 
thoſe exceeding great and pretious promiſes, which 
relate to the exigencies of the preſent life, as well 
as the ylories of the next. Thus, while the 
wicked are at their wits end; are driven to and 
fro by every blaſt of temptation, like chaff be- 
fore the wind; while their way is turned upfide 
down, and their minds, like a veſſel at the 


mercy of an outragious ſtorm, are agitated by 


every wave of adverſity, and often plunged in the 


gulph of deſpondency : the righteous, by mak- 
ing application to their Gop, are kept in perfect 


peace, and are enabled to enter into the trium- 


phant ſong of the church in the 46th Pſalm.— 


G00 
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bob is our refuge and firength, a very preſent help 
= ij, trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the 
E -arth be removed and though the mountains be carried 
= into the miaft of the ſea. While faith is in exertion, 

nothing can intimidate them; and while Gop is 

for them, nothing can materially injure them. 
ie is their privilege to meet the wreck of nature 
itſelf, undaunted; and to ſtand unappalled amidſt 
the terrors of the laſt great day; while the vile 

= apoſtate trembles in a calm. Their hearts ſhould 
unt be afraid of evil tidings, Randing faſt in the 
I onxp; * for, no viciſſitudes in life, however 
alarming, melancholy, or ſudden, can ever cre- 
ate a change in their ſtate, or ſhock the foun- 
dation on which their peace reſteth. This is the 
generation of them that SEEK him, that ſeek thy face, 
O Jacob. + 
== This application to the Loxp, either in a time 
of public calamity, or private diſtreſs, is at once 
declarative of our ſubmiſſion to his diſpenſations, 
and of our dependence on Him alone for deliver- 
ance. While heathens fly for refuge to the ſhrine 
of idolatry ; while worldlings ſeek for ſuccor from 
the arm of fleſh; while hypocrites conceal their 
horrid viſage under the convenient maſk of re- 
ligion, and ſeek for ſhelter beneath the ſkirt of 
him that is a Few, to take away their reproach ; 1 
while proud ſceptics ſeek wiſdom from their de- 
luſive reaſon, and thus ſacrifice to their own drag; 
and Papiſts have recourſe to their bead-roll of 
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fictitious ſaints and ſuppoſititious mediators : 
Should not a wile people SEEK to their GOD ? & was 
the fine expottulation of the prophet to thoſe 


who were in danger of ſeduction from the path 


of truth. And in order to enhance our obedience 


to the divine injunction, ſcripture repreſents the 


objec? to whom we ſhould ſeek, in all his glory, 
power, ſupremacy, and goodnets, as the Creator, 


Governor, and Redeemer of ſinners. SEEK the 
Lord and ye ſhall live. SEEK him that maketh the 


ſeven /lars and Orion, and turneth the ſhadow of death 
into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night; 


That calleth for the waters of tle ſea, and pouretlh 


them out upon the face of the earth: the LoRD is his 
name. 4 

Sce this great truth exemplified in the pious 
conduct of Jehoſhaphat. Tidings are brought to 


him of a formidable inſurrection of the Moabites 


and Ammonites; and the intelligence is rendered ad- 
ditionally alarming, by an account of the prodigi- 


ous multitude of the confederate inſurgents :: for 


there came ſome, ſaying, There cometh a great multi- 
tude againſt thee from beyond the ſea. Ver. 2. Is Je- 

hyhaphat thrown into any unbecoming agitation . 
by this unexpected alarm? No. But with all that 
ſolid compoſurc, which is the characteriſtic, as 
well of genuine fortitude, as of true picty, he 


prepares an addreſs to the fountain of wiſdom and 
ſtrength. He ſeems apprehenfive of danger it is 


true : for it is ſaid he feared. But his fears were 
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manifeſtly of the right kind: for inſtead of driving 
him from, they drive him to Gop. And happy is 
the man, who thus feareth always. *ﬀ—Whither does 
he fly for wifdom? To his privy-countellors, or 
prime-miniſters? However he might have made 
uſe of their inſtructions, in his after determina- 
tions; Gop has evidently the % place in his 
addreſſes. lis primary applications are to HI; 
his ſecondary ones, to his friends He, makes his 
minitters know thier proper place, by contulting 
them laſt, For, though in the multifude of counſel- 
lors there is ſafety: 4 yet it iq only on a ſuppofi- 
tion, that their counſel is taken in fubordination 
to the ſuperior direction of Him, who is Horder- 
ful, Counſellor. In all our meaſures, conſultations, 
difficulties, or embarraſſinents, SEEK HIM 
FIRST,“ ſhould be the favorite motto, and the 
important remembrancer to Kings, and all that are 
placed in authority under them. — To what wea- 
pons has Fehgſhaphat recourſe? To that moſt im- 
portant, moit neceſſary, and moſt efficacious 
piece of divine armor-—PRAYER., This engages * 
his attention fir? ; preparations of h9ile weapons 
were to follow. The eulogium, which David pour- 

ed on Golia/!s ſword, is applicable to the fervent | 
prayer of a righteous man, There is none like it | 
It is that which keeps bright the whole Chriſtian 
panoply: and the King of Juda ſecins to be well 
acquainted with the uſe and advantage of it : for, 
while others were furbithing the ſword, and 
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making ready the inſtruments of death, Fehoſha- 
Phat ſets himſelf to SEEK the LoRD. Tho' a King, 
before whom thouſands bent the knee ; he had 
tarned to bend his own, before the throns of the 
King of kings. All his royalty is relinquithed, is 
eclipſed, before the intinitely-ſuperior glory of 
Divine Majeſty. At his footſtool he bows in hum- 
ble proftration; and in the humiliating language 
f of the moſt neceſſitous and importunate ſuppliant, 
| he ſpreads the concerns of himſelf and* his peo- 
ple before the throne of grace. Had we been 
eye-witnefſes to the reverential picty of this ami- 
able Monarch, and had we heard the fervent 
ejaculations that iſſued from his heart; ſhould we 
not have united to his prayers our wiſhes, and have 
ſaid, . The LorD grant thee thy heart's deſire!“ 
But our wiſhes would have been anticipated by 
| the previous grant of heaven. Fehoſhaphat was as 
| ſucceſsful, as he was importunate, in his interceſ- 
ſions. For, ſo wonderfully did Gop fulfil that 
promiſe made by David to Sclomon his fon, If thou 
SEEK him, he will be found of thee ; + that the King 
of Fudah had no need to fight in this battle: but ſtood 
| fill and ſaw with aftoniſhment the ſalvation. of the 
| LorD (ver. 17) effected. without his ſtriking . 
Kt ſtroke. A total diſcomfiture of his enemies fol- 
lowed his interceſſory appeal to heaven; and a 
diſcomfiture ſo eaſy, to Jeligſlaphat and his ſub- 
Jes, that their only trouble conſiſted in bearing 
away the immenſe treaſures, which their enemies 
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left behind them; for they were three days in ga- 
 thering of the ſpoil; there was ſo much, Ver. 25. 
What ample encouragement to pray? Who 
would not with to practice the important duty ? 
when the exerciſe of it is authenticated, and the 
advantages of it, ſo eminently illuſtrated in the 
perſon and ſucceſſes of the pious King of Judah? 
Can we ſee Majeſty itſelf in the duſt, and not wiſh 
to imitate the royal humiliation? Who that poſ- 1 | 
ſefſes the ſmalleſt ſpark of ſacred emulation, can 
refrain from applauding, and defiring to copy 
after ſo bright an example? And while the illuſ- [4 
trious petitioner juſtly merits our applauſe and 9 
imitation in general; his pious conduct is ftamp- 
ed with an emphatic recommendation to Crowned 
Heads in particular. Kings reign, and princes decree 
juſtice, under the permiſſion and ſuperintendency 
of [JEHovan. To Him they are indebted for their 
crowns; to Him they owe their dominion ; and 
upon His ſovereign providence they hang, for the — 
proſperity of their kingdoms, the peace of their ki 
families, and the ſucceſs of their arms. And ſince j 
a frown from JEHovan can diſconcert the mea- ly) 
' ſures of their wiſeſt counſellors ; render all their 1 
well - planned expeditions abortive; blaſt with 
deſtruction their grandeſt armaments, to human 
appearance invincible; ſpread terror and devaſta- 
tion through their countries; and make their 
Kingdoms, the ſeat of war, of captivity, of deſola- 
tion: O! with what earneſtneſs, ſolemnity, and 
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humiliation, - ſhould they, ke Tehohaphat, ſet 
themſelves to SEEK the LORD of all Lords! and 
recommend to his infallible counſel and irrefiftible 
arm, the weighty concerns with which they are 
entruſted !—Ye, who are acquainted with the way 
of acceſs to the gracious throne of Gop, forget not 
to preſent ſupplications, prayers, interceſfions, for 
KinGs, and for all that are in authority; eſpeci- 
ally for thoſe Proteſtant Princes, whoſe banners 
are erected in oppoſition to the intereſts of Pa- 
ganiſm, and of Rome: and, as ye fit comfortably 
and ſecurely beneath the thade of your national wine, 
No one making you afraid, remember the amiable 
Sovereign, under whoſe wing, as happy Britons, 
and free ſubjects, ye have this ineſtimable privi- 
lege aſcertained to you, by the very nature of an 
i excellent conſtitution. And, while ye look up 
i to the Father of mercies for national bleſſings; 
ſpread before his throne, and lay open to his 
paternal heart your own grievances. in particular, 
Tell him of your trials; but eſpecially of your own 
inability to ſtand againſt them. Seek his counſel, 
in all your embarrailinents; his frength, in all your 
weakneſſes ; and his grace, againſt all your ene- 
" mies. In all your ways acknowledge HIM, and HE 
ſhall direct your paths. . He is your ſun to illumi- 
nate; your fhicld to protect; and your all-ſuffici- 
aj 7: nl Gob to ſupply all your wants, according to 
= the riches of his. grace in CHRIST JESUS. Seek 
thereſore to him whom your ſoul loveth, & and who 
loveth you from everlaſting to everlaſting. 


+ i. Tim. ii. 1, 2. + Prov. iti. 6. 8 Sol. Song iti. 2. 
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2 In ſeeking the Loxp, is implied, more eſpeci- 
ally, an humble application to him for the pletthica 
of that glorious redemption which is by CHRIST 
JESUS. It hath pleated the Father, that all the 
rich treaſures of grace and glory mould centre in 
his Son ; that whoſoever is an humble ſuitor for 
the one, or an expectant of the other, ſhould ſeek 
for both, only thro' the LORD JESUS Canisrt ; 


and that HE therefore ſhould bear the nene 
glory of all the happineſs conferred on ſinners in 


this world and in the next. As He is, (fo to 
fpeak), the glorious AGGREGATE of all the giſts, 
mercies, and bleſſings, of a eracious Gop ; they 
are to be ſought in Him as the inexhauſtible nnd 
and through Him as the only medium of con- 
veyance. The ſinalleſt drop of conſolation on 
earth, and thoſe rivers of pleafure that flow at 
Gop's right hand, are equally the gift of His 
grace, and the purchaſe of His precious blood. 
By Him, in Him, and for Him, are all things. 
＋ berefore, 

* Amid God's liſt of bleſſings infinite, 

“This ſtand the foremoſt — that his Son HATH 

„ n 


And bled too, for thoſe who themſelves deſerved 
to die] And bled, to procure all thoſe ineſtimable 
bleſſings, the poſſeſſion of which is eſſential to our 
happineſs here, and hereafter. 

It follows, from a conſideration of the freeneſs, 

| Plenitude, and infinity of that divine grace laid up 
in the LoRxD JIESsus CHRIST, that, as Sinners, our 
primary 
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humiliation, - ſhould they, like Jeho/haphat, ſet 
themſelves to SEEK the LORD of all Lords! and 
recommend to his infallible counſel and irrefiftible 
arm, the weighty concerns with which they are 
entruſted l- Le, who are acquainted with the way 

* ofaccels to the gracious throne of Gop, forget not 
to preſent ſupplications, prayers, interceſfions, for 
KINGS, and for all that are in authority; eſpeci- 
ally for thoſe Proteſtant Princes, whoſe banners 
are erected in oppoſition to the intereſts of Pa- 
ganiſm, and of Rome : and, as ye fit comfortably 

l; and ſecurely beneath the thade of your national wine, 
No ene making you afraid, remember the amiable 
Sovereign, under whoſe wing, as happy Britons, 
and free ſubjects, ye have this ineſtimable privi- 
lege aſcertained to you, by the very nature of an 
excellent conſtitution. And, while ye hook up 
to the Father of mercies for national bleſſings ; 
ſpread before his throne, and lay open to his 
paternal heart your own grievances, in particular, 
ell him of your trials; but eſpecially of your own 
inability to ſtand againſt them. Seek his counſel, 
in all your embarrailinents; his frength, in all your 
| 8 weakneſſes; and his grace, againſt all your ene- 
il mies. In all your ways acknowledge HIM, and nE 
Wl ſhall direct your paths.}F He is your ſun to illumi- 
your fhicld to protect; and your all-ſuffici- 

ent Gop to ſupply all your wants, according to 
the riches of his. grace in CHRIST JESUS. Seek 
thereſore to him whom your ſoul loveth,F and who 
loveth you from everlaſting to everlaſting. 


" + . N. ii. 1, 2. + Prov. iii. 6. § Sol. Song iii. 2. 
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2 In ſeeking the LorD, is implied, more eſpeci- 
ally, an humble application to him tor the bleilings 
of that glorious redemption which is by CHRIST 
JesUs. It hath pleated the Father, that all the 
rich treaſures of grace and glory thould centre in 
his Son ; that whoſoever is an humble ſuitor for 
the one, or an expectant of the other, ſhould ſeek 
for both, only thro' the LORDY JESUS CunisT ; 
and that Hz therefore ſhould bear the unrivaled 


glory of all the happineſs conferred on finners in 


this world and in the next. As HE is, (to to 
ſpeak), the glorious AGGREGATE of all the giits, 
mercies, and bleſſings, of a gracious Gop; they 
are to be ſought in Him as the inexhauſtible ſource 
and through Him as the only medium of con- 
veyance. The ſmalleſt drop of conſolation on 
earth, and thoſe rivers of pleaſure that flow at 
Gop's right hand, are equally the gift of His 
grace, and the purchaſe of His precious blood. 
By Him, in Him, and for Him, are all things. 
T herefore, 


Amid God's liſt of bleſſings infinite, 
& 'This ſtand the foremoſt — that his mn” HATH 
„ BLEKD I! 


And bled too, for thoſe who chemie Jeforoed 


to die! And led, to procure all thoſe ineſtimable 
bleſſings, the poſſeſſion of which is eſſential to our 
happineſs here, and hereafter. 

It follows, from a confideration of the freeneſs, 


plenitude, and infinity of that divine grace laid up 


in the LORD Jzsus CHRIST, that, as Anners, our 
3 primary 
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primary ſolicitude ſhould be to obtain the Favor 
of GoD; which is better than life. To ſeek the 
Lord, and at the ſame time to be impreſſed with 
no ſenſe of our apoſtaſy from him by fin, and to 
have no reſpect to the propitiatory ſacrifice of his 
coequal SoN, is at once to depreciate the only 
proviſion made for our guilt, and to treat Jeho- 
vah with ſolemn mockery. CHRIST is the way; 
the ONLY way of acceſs to God; and none cometh to 
the Father but by him. So that while the Father of 
mercies is acceſſible to the chief of finners, who 
ſeeks his face thro' the interpoſing grace and 
righteouſneſs of the Mediator; he is utterly inac- 
ceſſible to the moſt decent Phariſee, whoſe hopes 
of acceptance are grounded either on the fancied 
ſufficiency of his paultry obedtence, or upon ſome 
unſcriptural, and therefore deluſory, view of mere 
jt mercy. To every ſinner who rejects Chriſt as 
* the reconciling medium between heaven and 
earth, the way to the divine throne is barred by 
the thunder of God's righteous law ; which, in the 
hand of inexorable juſtice, like the Cherub's 
flaming ſword that guarded the entrance to Eden, 
\ renders an acceſs to the divine Majeſty impractica- 
5 ble; and every preſumptuous effort towards it, 
Wl - infinitely hazardous. Nothing therefore can filence 
| the law's thundering curſe, Hut the more power- 
1 ful voice of IESU's blood: nothing, avert the 
8 ſtroke of juſtice but the ſatisfaction of that glo- 
rious Surety of the New-T eſtament: There is no 
way of recovering the inheritance forfeited thro' 


the diſobedience of the firſt Adam, but by the 
obedience. 


134 
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obedience of the Second, who is the LorD from 
. heaven : Nor is there any mode of regaining the 
4 favor of God, but thro' the everlaſting righteouſ- 
1 neſs of his Son. _ 
To ſeek the LoRD, is, therefore, emphatically, 
to ſeek for pardon of ſin; juſtification of our 
perſons ; acceptance of our duties; a deliverance 
from condemnation ; and a title to glory ; only 
thro' the atonement and obedience of the bleſſed 
JesUs. And, to this glorious truth give all the 
Prophets, and the Apoſtles, witneſs. Inſomuch that 
if I were to cite their numerous teſtimonies, I 
might fill a volume. One very appoſite and 
evangelical extract I cannot help making from 
what ſome, not improperly ſtyle, * the goſpel 
of Iſaiah.” This evangelift of the prophets, rapt 
up in views of the DAY of CHRIST, and the fu- 
ture eſtabliſhment of his glorious kingdom, pro- 
phecies of the amazing ſucceſs which ſhould 
attend the preaching of his goſpel among the 
Gentiles ; who, in numbers, and with ſpeed, 
are repreſented in the following glorious pro- 
miſe, as flocking to Jes vs for falvation. Aid 
in that day there ſhall be a Root of Feſſe, which 
Hall Rand for an enſign of the people; to it ſhall. 
the Gentiles SEEK. * That is; in CHRIST, who 
is at once the root and offspring of Feſſe, as 
GoD=- MAN, ſhall Gentile finners, convinced of 
their ruin thro' fin, ſeek for refuge from the 
itorm of divine vengeance; ſeek for health, 
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peace, and ſalvation, thro' the blood of his croſs; 
and 79 his banner ſhall they feck, as volunteers 
Militant in his righteous cauic. This ſweet pro- 
miſc is daily accomplithing, in the multitudes, 
which flock to this glorious enfign, as doves tg 
their windows : and it thall receive its final ac- 
complithment, when, upon the bringing in the 
remnant of the Jews, and the fulneis of the 
Gentiles, the whole collective body of Gop's re- 
deemed people ſhall be arranged in glorious 
order, under their glorified Captain; and come to 
Zion with ſangs and everlaſting joy ! 

To ſeck the LorD is a matter of infinite im- 
portance; if we coniider the expretiion as inclu— 
five of that fallh, numility, and ſolicitude, with 
which a ſinner ought to intreat the favor of God 
through the Son of his love. And, in this point 
of view, it bchoves us particularly to preſent our 
addreiies to the divine throne, on this day of hu- 
miliation; one grand end in the appointment of 
which, is, that we may be impreſſed with a ſenſe 

ol the neceſſity we lie under of * obtaining pardon 
Fer cur ſins.” As the pardon of fin is both the 
gift and ad? of GoD; to expect 1o invaluable a 
bieting, without the intervention of a Mediator; 
is to expect, what is abſolutely inconfiſtent with 
the honor of his attributes and his law; diametri- 
cally oppoſite to the plan of the gofpel-falvation ; 
and totally incompatible with that glory which 
Jusus maintains in his official capacity as our 
great HIGH-PRIEST : yea, ſuch an expectation 


[ would at once ſtrike at the very baſis of Revelation 
. itſelt, 
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elf, as well as be ſubverſive of our own eternal 
happineſs. A day of humiliation for n, ſhould 
be a day of particular application to the only 
SAVIOR from ſin. For, of any ſolemnity, which is 
obſerved without an humble reference to the blood 
and intercetiion of JzsUs CHRIST, we might 
juſtly pronounce in the language of the prophet, 
It is iniquity even the ſclemn mecting.} We might 


as ſoon expect light, underived from the material 
ſun; as hope for pardon of tin, independent of 
the grace, work, and perſon of the Logp Jesvus 


CuRIsT. And people may with equally as good 
a grace attempt to blot the orb that rules the 
day, out of his important ftation in the firma- 
ment; or argue, that no fuch luminary ever 
exiſted; as exclude the Sun of righteorſneſs from 
the honor due to him in the work of ſalvation; 
or ſappole, that ſo high a vouchſaſement of mer- 
cy, as that of pardon of /in, could be obtained, 
abitractedly from the confideration of the infinite 
ſufficiency. of Him, who is exalted a PRINCE and 
a DAVIOR, % GIVE 1 unto Iſrael and — 
FORGIVENESS OF SINS, “ 

The importance of ſeeking the 1015 will farther 


appear if we conſider, that all our cares about 


other things are to be ablorbed in our ſolicitude 


about this. Therefore our Lord ſays, Seek ye 


FIRST the Kingdom of GOD and lus righteouſneſs, &c. 


The important purſuit mutt have the , place 


* 


in our anxiety; the fir/t thare in our affections; 


+ Tha. i. 13. * Afts v. 31. i Matt. vi. 3. 
: and 
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and the Arft portion of our time, talents, and 
aſſiduity. Whatever elſe may be omitted, ne- 


glected, or poſtponed; omiſſion, negligence, or 


procraſtination, here, may be attended with the 
moſt fatal conſequences. Seek the LorD while 
he may be found, call ye upon him while he ts near,“ 

is the alarming exhortation of Gop in his word, 
While therefore the univerſal inquiry is, What 
ſhall we eat? Or what ſhall we drink? Or where- 


_ withal ſhall we be clothed ? (For after dll theſe things 


do the Gentiles ſeek :)$ may the cry of our hearts 
be, Lord lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
#pon us |! + May we ſeek Gop with our whole 
hearts! and make him our chiefeſt good! May 
he be our portion in the land of the living! 
And may our method of ſeeking him be never, 
in the ſmalleſt degree, determined, by the pre- 
carious whim, and flutuating reſolutions, of 
thoſe infatuated triflers! whoſe fatal barter of 
heaven and happineſs for a little tranſient grati- 
fication, is finely expoſed and eren by 


the poet! 


© Tho' head'n and hell depend upon the choice, 
A butterfly comes *croſs, and both are fled !” 


Seek the Lord therefore, with that earneſtneſs, 


importunacy, humility, and faith, which charac- 
terize the goſpel-ſeeker; and the encouraging 


promiſe is, Seek and y2 ſhall find. Seek to the 


Father wr his lover? in Jeſuss to the Son, for his 


— 


un. 


— 


* 1a. be: 1 Mat. vi. 31. + pom iv. 6. Þ# Matt. vii. 7. 
ſalvation ; ; 
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ſalvation; and to the Holy Spirit, for thoſe gra- 
cious influences, and divine conſolations, which 
he confers on all that believe. Seek for peace, 
pardon, acceptance, righteouſneſs, grace, glory; 
in CHRIST, through believing. And, after you 
have ſought in Gop's own way, and joyfully 
found the ineſtimable pearl of great price, you 
will then be a partaker of that folid happineſs 
deſcribed by Sglomon, in Prov. ii. 14, and para- 
phraſed in the following beautiful lines: 
« Happy the man, who wiſdom gains!“ 
Thrice happy, who his gucſt retains ! 
. He owns, and ſhall for ever own, 
 WispomM and CHRIST and HEAV'N are one!“ 


The Lox, fays the prophet Jeremiah, is good 


to the foul that ſecketh him. And therefore the 


plalmift ſaith, O taſte and ſee that the LoRD is 


good, While all the diſpenſations of his provi- 


dence are replete with mercy and truth; the 


manifeſtations of his grace more brightly diſplay 


his goodneſs towards them that ſeek him. What- 
ever afflictions or trials are their lot; Divine 
Goodneſs over-rules them to their preſent wel- 
fare; and makes them work together for their 
eternal good. Their croſſes are lightened by 


the aſſiſtance of his arm; and ſweetened by the 


chearing conſolations of his bleſſed Spirit. The 


gracious goodneſs of a reconciled Gop is the 


ſource of their peace, the ſpring of their hopes, 
and the ſubject of their ſongs through the wil- 


— 


* Lam, iii. 25. + E/. xxxiv. 8. 
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derneſs: 
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derneſs : while a believing 7 cht and divine taſte 
of this goodneſs not only alleviates their burdens, 
but alſo adminiſters a double ſweetneſs to their 
common comforts; and gives them a ſettled diſreliſh 
for all the gratifications of the ſenſualiſt. Having 
ſought and found happineſs in Jzsus, they with 
to dive deeper into thoſe inexhauſtible mines of 
grace and love in Him: and are never wholly 
at reſt till, by the goodneſs and mercy which have 
followed them all their days, they are at laſt brought 
to ſee and enjoy him without a veil between. 
In the mean time he is good to them in all his 
works, ways, and diſpenſations; inſomuch that 
they are often conſtrained to cry out, O how 
great is thy goodneſs which thou ha laid up for them 
that fear thee! A declaration of wonder and 
praiſe, which they take up in time, and thall 
never drop through eternity. 
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SERMON Il 


It. Chron. XX. 3, 4. 

And Jehoſhaphat feared, and ſet himſelf to ſeek the 
LoRD, and proclaimed a FAsT throughout all 
Fudah : and Fudah gathered themſelves together 
to aſt HELP of the LORD: 


S there are various ways, and inſtituted 

means of ſeeking the LorD, I proceed to 

conſider the particular one mentioned in 
our text; that of faſting. In proſecuting this part 
of the ſubject, I am to point out, 

II. The nature of faſting in general; as well as 
the proper temper neceſſary for the performance. 
of this duty when made a public injunction, in 
particular, e 

1 Faſting is a temporary abſtinence from food; 
which abſtinence is for the time, either total or 
partial, as the circumſtances or particular conſti- 

tution of the faſter may direct. According to the 
proper import of the term, to faft, is wholly to 
abſtain for a ſeaſon from all kind of food: for 
the word vy1c:vw, which is invariably uſed through- 
out the New Teſtament for, to fa, being com- 
E pounded 
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pounded of n nm and :%w edo, plainly ſignifies 
not to cat. Thus, when the evangeliſt Matthew 
fays (chap. iv. ver. 2.) that Chriſt faſted vigevru; 
torty days and forty nights; St. Luke informs 
us (chap. iv. ver. 2.) that 2% EPDoryzy de he cat 
NOTHING.“ But, although the derivation of the 
original word, and the correſpondent practice of 
our bleſſed Lord, concur to eſtabliſh a total ab- 
ſtinence, for a ſeaſon, from all food, as the proper 
requiſition in fafting: yet, where ſuch abſtinence 
would be attended with any material injury to 
the tender conſtitutions of invalids; it may be 


either wholly avoided; continued but for a thort 


time; or changed into a moderate uſe of the crea- 
tures. If ſome think this lat mode of partial 
abſtinence inadmiſſible, from the proper figni- 


* © It is in vain to inſtitute, or to pretend to keep a faſt of forty 
days” ſays än eminent Divine © in imitation of this example of our 
Lord : for it is certain, that ſo great and ſo long abſtinence is incon- 
liſtent with the frailty of our natures, and ſo can be no duty. Tis allo 
certain that our Savizr felt no hanger all this while; for he was only 
AF TPERwWwARDS an hitnoered, ſaith St. Matthew, and fo his faſting was 
MIRACULOUS. Moreover, his faſt was not intended to chaſtiſe or to ſubdue 
that body, which never was irregular; or to prepare him for thoſe 
ſpiritual duties, which by the unction of the Holy Ghoſt, he was 
abundantly filled for: and, upon theſe accounts can give no precedent 
to our faſts; which ſhould afflict the body, and are intended for the 
ends afore- mentioned. o conclude hence our obligation to a more 
than ordinary temperance for forty days is to place MORALITY IN 
NUMBERS and introduce an endleſs heap of ſuperſtitions follies : for, by 
like reaſon, we muſt deem ourſelves. obliged to ride upon an Ass, in 
token of our h:i/ity ; or to renounce our title to our temporal eſtates 
and throw away our money, to be like him, who had not where to 
lay his head, nor could procure a penny without a miracle. Better is 
the note of ThcophylaF and others, That we are then efpecially to expect 
temptations when we are alone, aud when we are in ffraits and exigences, fron 
which we fee no ordinary way of deliverance.” See Whithy's Annotations on 
Mattie iv. 2. 

ſication 
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kcation of the term, as well as ſcripture-example: 
then they muſt grant, that a total one, which 
might injure. tender conſtitutions, is not obliga- 
tory on invalids: (1) Becauſe it is written, Thou 
ſhalt do n9 murder: (2) Becauſe our Lonp fays, 
1 will have mercy and not facrifice: (3) Becauſe 
proper faſting, by injuring the organs of the body, 
upon the temperament, contexture, and tone of 
- which, the exertion of the mental powers ſo very 
much depends; would manifeſtly defeat the end, 
which the pious but invalid aſcetic might have 
in view; viz. that of a vigorous attendance on 
the means of grace. 

2 Faſting, as it may be divided into total or 
partial; ſo it may, into private or public. As 
to private faſting, though there be no expreſs pre- 
cept commanding it, yet there is that which is 
tantamount thereto. When the Phariſees expretl- 
ed their aſtoniſhment, that the diſciples faſted Nor; 
our LokD, aſſigns a reaſon for this circumfiance, 
founded on that condefcending indulgence where- 
with he treated his followers during the infantile 
ſtate of their diſciplethip; which reaton he corro- 
borates by a ſtriking illuſtration, taken from the 
danger and prepotterouſneſs of putting a piece of 
new cloth upon an old garment, or of putting new 
wine into old bottles: and, after obſerving, that 
the time of the bridegroom's perſonal abode on 
_ earth, was a ſeaſon incongruous for mourning, and 
its relative adjunct, faſting ; he adds what I think, 
was, not only to determine the conduct of his 
diſciples immediately after his departure from 

23 them, 
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Corinth, the giving themſelves up to FASTING and 


it, viz. the neceſſity of ſelf-denial in general, 
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them, but alfo to preſcribe a rule for his follow- 
ers to the end of time; laying, But the days will 
come when the bridegroom ſhall be taken from them, 
and THEN ſhall they FasT.fF It ſhould ſeem, 
that the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles thought this 
a virtual rule obligatory on the primitive Chriſ- 
tians: for, among the particular duties he recom- 
mended to married profetilors in the church of 


prayer! is mentioned with an emphitis. | 

3 If any thould yet doubt whether the duty of 
faſting, which was obligatory on the priaitive 
Chriſtians, 1s equally binding on us, I beg they 
would confider, (1) That if ſaints, much our 
ſuperiors in doing and ſuffering, looked upon 
themſelves as not above faſting ; the conſideration 
of our great inferiority to them is an additional 
reaſon for our more frequent practice of it. (2) If 
the grounds of this duty are equally in force now, 
as in former ages of the church, ſo is conſe- 
quently the duty itſelf; but the grounds of 


—— 


which time, the ſons of the bride-chamber, ſtyled by the Greene 


bridegroom's voice, as being one of his friends. John lii. 29. — By 
this appoſite alluſion, our bleſſed Lord repreſents himſelf under the 


ſtate of divine feſtivity, appropriated to ſpiritual joy, it was not to be 


ber to mourn and faſt, 


+ Our LosD, here, refers to the antient Fane of conducting marriage 
feſtivals. Theſe ſeaſons of feſtivity generally laſted ſeven days; during 


T Apart, and by the Latins Pronuli, rejoiced with the bridegroom : 


and were generally go T2 wes the br idegroom's friends or kindred : 
to which John the Baptiſt refers, when he ſays he rejoiced to hear the 


character of a bridegroom ; his church under that of a bride ; his diſei- 
ples as the Pronubi or children of the bride-chamber ; and his perſonal 
abode with them on earth, as a ſort of marriage-feſtival ; during which 


ſuppoſed the bridegroom would expect the children of the bride-cham- 


* ij. Gr. vii. 5. ſeaſons 
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ſeaſons of particular humiliation, application to 
Go by prayer upon important occaſions, are ſtill 
in force; conſequently the duty itſelf cannot be 


1 aboliſhed, or our conformity to it reſcinded. 3) 

I It has the ſanction of the moit eminent ſaints 

4 in the apoſtolic æra.— Ihe prephets and teachers of 

Y the church that was at Anticch, upon conſulting the 5 
4 mind of the Loßgp about the appointment of . 
1 Barnabas and Saul to the work of the miniſtry, i 
IA added fafting to prayer during their addrefies on ; 
2 . f 
* this head: and, after the Holy Ghoſt expretied | 1 
his will concerning their ſeparation to their mi- | 
5 niſterial work; previous to the impoſition of hands, | 
$ it is ſaid, And when they had FASTED and prayed, 

. 


they laid their hands on them, XC, ff—— I hcle twa 
apoltolic cee gie themſelves, in their ordina— 
tion of elders in the churches of Ly/ra, Iconium 
and Antioch, after they had prayed with FASTING, 
commended them to the Lok D. — Auna ſerved God 
with FASTINGS and prayer. ＋ And it is recorded 


N 
n 
« * 


as an inſtance of the piety of Cornelius, that he was . + 
fajiing and praying at the time he was favored 
with a ſupernatural direction to Peter. Examples i 
theſe, which authenticate the practice, and re- 7 
commend 1t to our imitation. | | i 


4 As to the ſeaſms, and continuance of private fafts, 3 
they are purely diſcretionary; according to the 10 
circumitances, conſtitutions, and emergencies of 
individuals. Gop has no where in the New Teſ- 
tament appointed any particular day of the week 


138 — 
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Ad, xiii, 3. Acts xiv. 23. f Luke i. 37. $ Aﬀs x. 30. 
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for this purpoſe: and therefore to attribute a ſu- 
perior ſanctity to one day above another (LoRD's 
day excepte) ; is extremely abſurd. Nor is the 
particular duration of ſuch abſtemious ſeaſons 
ſpecified in the word of Gop; becauſe a rule 
could not poiltibly be laid down, which would 
fuit every individual. But, to infer from a filence 
in ſcripture reſpecting theſe circumſtantials, that 
the duty itfelf is wholly aboliſhed; would be to 
ſuppoſe, that Go » has diſpenſed with a branch 
of that ſclf-denial, which enters deeply into the 
character of a diſciple of CHRISTHH: and if one 
branch of mortification may be diſpenſed with; 
why not all? I with there were no profeſſors in 
| | the preſent day, who flout at fa/ting, as a muſty 
4 rule, fit only for legalſis: And I ſhould not 
if Vonder if ſuch deſpiſers of little things were to 
periſh by little and little, and at laſt, arrive at ſuch 
N a pitch of ſovereign contempt for every ſpecies of 
WH: - mortification, as to look upon all ſelf-denial as 
| not calculated for the meridian of (what they may 
call) goſpel-liberty. It is impoſſible to tell where 
a man will end, when he begins to quarrel with 
any branch of the crocs. 

s As to the ends of faſting. they ſeem to me 
to be principally, theſe: (1) The mortification 
of ſome unruly appetite; the cravings of which, 

may be in ſome meaſure reſtrained by univerſal 
_ temperance (which may not improperly be fiyled 
habitual faſting) or by ſtated ſeaſons of total abſti- 
nence. But to expect ſuch a mortification, mere- 
N ly from the opus operatum of faſting, n 
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of the power of Gop's Spirit, is monkiſh: and yet 
to pretend to ſelf-denial, without making a ſtand 
againſt ſelf-indulgence in its various branches, 
is down-right Antinomianiſm. The truth lies 
here between two extremes: Medio tutiſemus ibis. 
He who macerates his body, and expects ſuch 
maceration will kill the power of fin in his heart, 
without the Spirit of CHRIST, ruches into the 
former extreme: while the profenor, who pam- 
pers his fleth, by a profuſe indulgence even. in 
things lawful, and yet talks about ſpiritual mor- 
tification, falls under the latter. Let not the diſ- 
ciple of CHRIST be driven from the path of duty, 
though he ſee ſome fatally blundering on his right 
hand and on his left. (2) To give vigor and 
ſolemnity to cloſet-duties is no inconiiderable end 
of faſting. (3) It gives the believer an occaſion 
of humbling himſelf more particularly before Gop. 
1 humbled my foul with FASTING and prayer,“ ſays 
David: And again, I wept and chaſtened my ſoul 
with FASTING. 1 (4) The behever enters into 
the ſufferings of JesuUs; and by a proper im- 
provement of abſtinence, he maintains fellowſhip 
with his Savior in his forty-days faſt in the wil- 
derneſs. (g) Faſting is a practical declaration of 
our forfeiture of every bleſſing through tin; and 
of our unworthineſs of even a morſel of bread 
at the hand of Gor. (6) The addition of faſting 
to prayer is highly expedient, in ſpecial humili- 
ation before the throne of grace; particularly 


mm. 


—_ 


— 
2 ——— 


* Pf. xxxv. 13. + P/. ix. 10. 


when 
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when any afflictive viſitations hang in ſuſpenſe, 
Thus David, at once to importune Gop for the 
life of the illegitimate child he had by Bathſheba, 
and to humble himſelf under a ſenſe of that hei- 
nous fin, to which it owed its birth, and under 
the ſtroke of that chaſtiſing rod, which was about 
to deprive him of it; fought God for the child : and 
David FAsTED, (or, as it is in the Hebrew, faſted 
a faſt; obſerved a ſeaſon of ſolemn humiliation 
and total abſtinence from food) aud went in and 
lay all night upon the carth. + (7) Faſting is a 
practical acknowledgment of our renunciation of 
every ſenſual delight; and a profeſſion of our 
reconciliation to the hardihips connected with the 
croſs of CHRIST. 
6 As to public faſts, they are equally recom- 
mended, by ſcripture-example, though not ex- 
prefily commanded. —There does not occur any 
intimation of faſting, whether public or private, 
antecedently to the time of Moſes; yet it is preſu- 
mable, that it was obſerved notwithſtanding in the 
patriarchal age, at ſeaſons of particular mourn- 
ing. Indeed abſtinence from ſood is a natural 
conſequence of intenſe grief. For, when nature 
is over-burdened with ſorrow, the ſpontaneouſly 
rejects food, as well as every other ſpecies. of 
indulgence, though calculated to alleviate her 
burdens ; and this ſuggeſtion of nature, in a ſtate 
of diſtreſs, ſeems to have been the origin of faſt- 
ing among the heathens. Nor is it ſuppoſable, 


— m 


that 
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that this natural ſuggeſtion would have operated 
leſs, on Abraham, mourning after Sarah, + or on 
acob refuſing to be comforted, for the loſs of his 
beloved Foſeph. © 

The firſt probable mention of a public faſt 
under the Old Teſtament occurs in Lev. xxili. 
27, 29: Where upon the great day of atonement 
it is recorded, that the children of Iſrael were 
ſo ſtrictly commanded to ict their fouls; that 
the omiſſion of it, was to have been puniſhed 
with death: in which voluntary afflicting of the 
ſoul is probably included faſting as well as mourn- 
ing and praying. But after the time of Meſes, 
public faſts were very frequent. A memorable 
one is mentioned Joh. vii. 6. Upon the diſcom- 
titure of the Iſraelites by the men of Ai, Foſhua 
and the Elders of Jſracl lay proſtrate before 
the ark from morning till evening, ——— 
The eleven tribes which had taken up arms 
againſt that of Benjamin, finding themſelves un- 
able to hold out againſt the inhabitants of Gibeah, 
went up unto the houſe of GoD, and wept, and ſat 
there before the LoRx D, and FASTED that day until 
even. I— The Iſraelites in that ſolemn humiliation 
enjoined them by Samuel, at Mizpeh, added that 
of faſling to the other demonſtrations of their 
ſorrow for ſin. When Ahaſuerus's ſevere decree 
was publiſhed againſt the eus, Ether ſought 
the Loxp by prayer and faſting: and there was 
great mourning among the Fews, and FASTING, 


o 
3 


T Ger. xiii. 2. Gen. xxxvii. 34. + Judg. xx. 26. 5 i. Sam. vii. 6. 
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and weeping. -——The King and inhabitants of 
Nineveh were ſo affected by the denunciations of 
divine wrath delivered by Jonah, that a public 
faſt was proclaimed ; which was obſerved with 
ſuch ſtrictneſs, that neither man nor beaft, herd nor 
flock were to taſte any thing. 1 — Yea, with ſuch 
ſtrictneſs and univerſality were the Jews ſome- 
times enjoined to obſerve ſeaſons of this nature, 
that even infants were not exempted in the pro- 
clamation. Hence the following command by 
the prophet Joel. Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, 
ſanctiſy a FAST ; call a ſolemn aſſembly: Gather the 
People, ſanctify the congregation, aſſemble the elders; 
id; | gather the children aud thoſe that ſuck the breaſts. 
1 Let the prieſts, the miniſters of the LokD, weep be- 
,  Pween the porch and the altar, and let them ſay, 
[4 SPARE THY PEOPLE, O LORD. 5 

il Theſe memorable inſtances of public faſting, 
\ (175 ſome of which were enjoined by Royal Procla- 
Wh mation, have ſerved as proper examples for ſuc- 
ceeding nations and Kings to copy after; in 
670 their public humiliations before Almighty Gop. 
i i | Ihis nation has had frequent cauſe to take the 
| 

' 

| 


hint; and the preſent lamentable crifis ſuggeſts 

a very awful one. In order to a due improve- 
Wil ment of the ſolemn occaſion, I will point out 
i j the temper neceſſary for ſanctify ing a public fa#. 

(1) Deep ſelf-humiliation for our national crimes 
in general ought eſpecially to enter into the folem- 
nitics of the day: and each individual ſhould la- 
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ment his own departures from Gop in particular; 
by which he has contributed towards an increaſe 
of the national guilt, and provoked the Lord to 
ſend thoſe judgments, which are at once an an- 
nunciation of his diſpleaſure and of our fin. And 
let thoſe who miniſter in holy*things, unite in one 
unanimous acknowledgment of our grievous pro- 
vocations of offended Majeſty. Let us take with 
us words and ſay, in the humble language 
of Nehemiah and Daniel, O cur Gop, the great, 
the mighty and the terrible God, who keepeft covenant 
and mercy ; let not all the trouble feem little before thee 
that hath come upon us. Neither have our princes, 
our prieſts, nor our fathers kept thy law. Howbeit 
thou art juſt in all that is brought upon us: for thou 
haſi done right ; but we have done wickedly. * 
O Lok, the great and dreadful GoD, we have 
firmed, and have committed iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from 
thy precepts and from thy judgments. O Lord, righ- 
. teouſneſs belongeth unto thee, but unto us confuſion of 
face; O God incline thine ear, and hear : for WE Do 
NOT PRESENT OUR SUPPLICATIONS BEFORE 
THEE, FOR OUR RIGHTEOUSNESSES, BUT FOR 
THY GREAT MERCIES. O Lord hear: O Lord 
forgive: O Lord, hearken, and do: defer not for 
thine own ſake. + (2) Beſides a verbal confeſſion 
of our iniquities, and a mere oral deprecation of 
divine wrath, we ſhould renounce and forſake 
every falſe way, and faſt from sIN. All pretend- 


* Nebem. ix. 32, 33. ＋ Dan. ix. 4—7: 
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ed devotion, without this, is indevout : and the 
ſtricteſt abſtinence from food, that is not accom- 
panied with contrition of heart and a departure 
ſrom evil, deſerves no ſofter name, than that of 
horrid inſincerity and diſſimulation. This impi— 
ous duplicity in ſacred things, is particularly con- 
demned by the prophet Iſaian. Some in his days, 
who made a prodigious merit of faſting, and ex- 
pected great things from God, on account of their 
mere abſtinence from food, are introduced as 
addreſſing him with the following arrogant chal- 
lenge : Muerefure have we faſted, and thou heareft 
nit? The Lorp expoſtulates with the male- 
content challengers, and lays before them at nnce 
their miſtakes reſpecting a proper faſt, and the hor- 
rid fins by which they diſgraced it; ſaying, Is it 


fuch a faſt as I have choſen ? a day for a man to lier 


his ſoul ? is it to bow down his head as a bulruſh i. e. 
to aſſume the outward appearances of affliction, 
by abſtaining from food, or putting on of ſack- 
cloth, or by any other external figns of mortifica- 
tion? Milt thou call THis a FAST and an acceptable 
day to the LoRD? Is not THIS the faſt that ! have 


choſen ? TO LOOSE THE BANDS OF WICKED- 


NgEss? + To pretend a devout celebration of 
ordinances, and yet to continue * tied and bound 
with the chain of our ſins;“ is as inconſiſtent as 
for a condemned felon to celebrate his enlarge- 
ment, while chained to his cell with links of iron. 


To abſtain from food, and not throw off the bands. 
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+ Ta. lviii. 5, 6. 
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ef wickedneſs, is no faſt; but downright mockery, 
and an abomination before Gop. (3) Our tem- 
per upon the preſent occaſion ought to be pacific. 


I mean not, that it is a neceſſary indication of peace 


for us to relinquith our wews reſpecting the expe- 
diency or inexpediency of the preſent conteſt. 
Men can no more ſtop the current of their ſenti— 
ments an this or any other ſubject, than they can 
ſuppreſs thought altogether. But ftince, Chriftt- 
ans are much divided in their opinions, they 
ihould agree, notwithſtanding, to be at peace one 
with another, and calmly o think and let think. 
Though we cannot chain down our thoughts; 
yet it is our privilege to have our corruptions put 
in chains. All anger therefore and wrath, and cla- 
mor and evil ſpeaking, ſhould be put away from among 
us, with all malice ; otherwiſe, notwithſtanding our 
obfervance of a day of humiliation, we 1hall come 
under the predicament of thofe, who, the prophet 
ſays, faſted for STRIFE and debate, and to ſmite 


with the fiſt of wickedneſs.* We ſhould pray for 
PEACE, And that man! who will not do this, 


whatever pretenſions he may make to patriotiſm 


is not even a half friend to his fellow- ſubjects, his 
country, or his Gop. In ſhort, whoever are 


wrong, the violent ones on all fides are not right. 
A flaming patriot may be actuated by as falſe an 


impetus, as a fiery bigot : and indecd it often hap- 


pens, that falſe patriotiſm and bigotry originate 


from the ſame fire; and are only one flame, 


— 


8 — 


* Ta. Iviii. 4. 


parted ; 
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parted ; not to abate their heat, but to ſcorch 
the more conveniently. That man is to be pi- 
tied, who is expoſed to ſuch a double flame, 
Chriſtian moderation, therefore, is a golden mean, 
equi- diſtant from two extremes; and there arc 
certain limits, on the right hand and on the 
left, which a man cannot paſs, without com- 
mencing immoderate in his zeal. . (4) Our faſt- 
ing ſhould be free from all Mentation. It is 
mentioned as a ſtigma on the character of ſome 
oſtentatious hypocrites among the Jews, that they 
affected a ſad countenance and disfigured their faces," 
c. pc,) drew them into ſuch unnatural contracti- 
ons as to deform and alter their natural phyſtogno- 
my. They imagined that people would eſtimate 
their ſanctity according to the emaciated and gloo- 
my appearance of their viſage: and the mighty ſo- 
lemn ſtate with which they paraded the ſtreets, 
by attracting the notice of men, for whoſe ap- 
plauſe they faſted, would flatter their ſanctimo— 
nious vanity. But affected gloom, or disfiguring 
grimace, are never marks of genuine piety ; but 
often the ugly maſk of a ſpecious hypocrite or 
Phariſee. (5) All ſelf-rightecus depend: nce on fait- 
ing ſhould be avoided as death, Pride in us very 
eſſence is the root of t{cli-righteouſneſs : therefore 
to obſerve a faſt, the obvious end of which is 
humiliation, with a proud heart, is ſuch a ſpecics 
of horrid ſelf contradiction, as can only be ac- 


— 


* 


Sunt certi dengue fines, 


Quos ultra citraque nequit conſiſtere rectum. Fon. 
Matt. vi. 16, 


counted 
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counted for on a ſuppofition of the moſt con— 


firmed blindneſs and enmity againſt Gop. And 


yet there are multitudes of this Phariſaic ſtamp, 
not only within the peal of the church of Rome, 
that grand nurſery of human merit; but likewiſe 
among thoſe, denominated Proteſtants. It is the 
fatal miſtake of ſuch, to imagine that their mere 
faſting will conciliate the favor of the Mott High, 
avert his diſpleaſure. pardon their fins, and give 
them a title to glory. This was the horrid dream 
of the Phariſees ot old; and is no leſs the infa- 
tuation of modern ſelt juſticiaries. The dreadful 


miſtakes of both are delineated in the character of 


that pompous Phariſce mentioned in Luke xviii. gz 
one branch of whoſe iancied righteouſnels con- 
ſiſted in his faſting twice in the week, But the 


accurſed leaven of ſelf-righteous pride, which 


leavened the whole lump of his boafted perfor- 


mances, turned them into an abomination and 
an hiſſing: and thoſe, whoſe ſpirit and practice 
are a tranſcript of that hateiul original of ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, will be ſure to meet with a ſimilar 


reception from that GoD, who beholdeth the proud 
afar off. I cannot conclude this head, better, 
than in the words of our church, © To faſt with 
** this perſuaſion of mind, that our faſting can 
* make us juſt men, and finally bring us to 
* heaven, is a devilith perſuaſion : and that faſt 
* is ſo far from pleaſing of Gop, that it refuſeth 


*© his mercy; and is altogether derogatory to the 


cc 


merit of CHRIST's death, and his precious 
| blood- 
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*© blood-thedding. This doth the parable of the 
* Phariſce and the Publican teach.” + 

From theſe conſiderations, it is apparent that 
the temper proper for obſerving public ſolemni— 
ties of this Kind, ought to be filled with deep 
ſelf-humiliation; a ſincere departure from in; Pa- 
chic tenderneſs towards our differing brethren; an 
abhorrence of ofentation; and a total renuncia- 
tion of all ſelf-righteous dependence on faſting, 
or any act of the creature, as conſtituting our 
juſtifying righteouſneſs before the Holy Gop. A 
temper this, more eſpecially neceſſary on the 
preſent public occaſion ; whereon, as a people, 
1" we confets, that it is of the Lord's © unſpeak- 
14 able mercy, that for our manifold and heinous 
| % provocations, we are not utterly conſumed.” 
[4 This nation has particular cauſe to be thankful 
|; * for mercies received, and to be deeply humble 
i | under a ſenſe of mercies abuſed. Our provoca- 
| tions have been ſtamped with peculiar aggrava- 
Is 1 tions: for, notwithſtanding the thowers of bleſſ- 
110% ings poured down upon us, and the numerous 
Wh al | warnings given us to flee from the wrath to 
come; we are ftill a finful nation, a people laden 
with iniquity, a ſeed of evil-doers.* Our grievous 
departures ſrom the fundamental doctrines of the 
goſpel, and from the practice of pure and undefiled 
religion, have long called aloud for the chaſtening 
hand of the Moft High. The rod hath been often 
lifted up, to ſcourge us for our rebellions : but 


— 
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+ See the firſt part of the Homily on Faſting. * Th. i. — 5 
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the kind hand of IEsus hath ſtopped it in mid- 
way; and his compaſſionate arreſt, hath made it 
fall with a lighter ſtroke and gentler chaſtiſe- 
ment: And yet ye have not returned unto me, ſaith 

the Lokb. If God were to maintain a controverſy 
with us; with what numerous witneſſes of his 
: loving-kindneſſes and of our fins, might he urge 
the ſtrict juſtice of the moſt ſevere diſpenſations! 
both equally concurring to enhance our guilt, 
and to vindicate his righteous procedure! 


« Ten thouſand witneſſes ariſe, 

| Thy mercies; and cur crimes appear; 
More than the ſtars that deck the ſkies, 
And all our dreadful guilt declare, 


But thine own Sox, all-gracious Gop, 
Whom impious ſinners dat'd to flay, 
Hath ſov'reign virtue in his blood, 

To purge the nation's guilt away K* 


O may that precious blood be ſprinkled on our 
hearts by faith! This, and only this, can expiate 
our crimes; avert the judgments and wrath of 
Gop; furniſh a plea againſt the demands of the 
law, or the arreſt of juſtice; and preſerve us 
from the awful viſitations of Gop's avenging rod. 
This blood be thus on us and on our children! 

The Compilers of the“ Form of prayer,” ap- 
propriated to the preſent occaſion, ſeem to have 
been juſtly ſenſible of our national crimes, as well 
as of the contrite humiliation, wherewith they 
ought to be' acknowledged. Therefore, in one 
of the prayers, the following pions and ingenuous 

confeſſion 
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confeſſion occurs, Ws confeſs, with ſorrow 
and confuſion our LONG UNFRUITFULNEsS 
under the means of grace; the light of the 

„ goipel; and the many wonderful deliverances 
„of this Church and State, which thou in thy 
great goodneſs haſt vouchſafed unto us. O 

% LorD, ſhouldeſt thou enter into judgment 

* with us for the cRYING sINs of this nation; 

* our PROFANENESS and INFIDELITY; HERE- 

* SIES and SCHISMS; our INORDINATE LOVE 

* OF PLEASURES; and other MANIFOLD OF= 
* FENCES; thou mighteſt juſtly inflict upon us 
„the ſeverity of thy wrath, and deliver us up 
1111 388 be the e ee and inſults of our ene- 
7% „ mies: Foo mm 

i Excellent confeſſion! as juſt, as ingenuous ! 
1 and as alarming, as juſt! May all, whom it may 
65 concern, enter deeply into the ſpirit of it! And, 
1 while I expatiate on each head of humiliation; 
may we be enabled to come to the light of ſcrip- 
ture and conſcience, that our deeds may be made 
manifeſt! Should a certain inward monitor, in 
the courſe of my improvement of the humiliating 
confeſſion, lift up her voice, and deliver Nathan's 
meſſage to any individual“ Thou art the man; 
may the Gop of all grace fix the awful charge, 
and rivet the arrow of conviction in each ſelt— 
convicted heart! And as the arrow flicks in the 
fide, and wrankles in the wound; may the 


— TO. 
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* See the Form of Prayer for the Faſt-day on Dec. 13, 1776. P. 8, 9. 
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finner be made to cry out, while we are deſcrib- 
ing the unfruitful, the profane, the infidel, the heretic 
and pleaſure-taker;—** I am the man % And ma 
a deep conviction of his diſeaſe, which is half the 
cure, drive him for health, ſafety and falvation to 
the Almighty Phyſician of ſouls ! 

1 Our ** long unfruitfulneſs under the means of 
grace and the light of the goſpel” is the firſt in 
order, and by no means, the leaſt in magnitude, 
among the“ crying ſins” confeſſed by our eccle- 
ſiaſtical governors, in the form of prayer for this 
day. As the goſpel is one of the greateſt bleſings 
Gop can vouchſafe to a nation: a contempt or 
diſeſteem for it is proportionably among our 
higheſt provocations. It is the Loxp's gracious 
meſſage, or merciful proclamation of peace and 
pardon: and to diſregard, or boldly to oppoſe it, 


is, at once to flight the grand means of our ſal- 


vation ; to count our eternal happineſs or miſery 


a light thing; and to affront IEHOVAH himſelf to 


his face. Indeed, there are multitudes, who are 
as great ſtrangers to the terms, import, and truths 
of the goſpel as to the contents of Mahomet's 
Koran. Some never hear it ; others never read it; 
and many who hear do not believe it. Ignorance, 
contempt, and unbelief concur to keep multitudes 
in the gall of bitterneſs and bonds of iniquity. Where 
the goſpel is rejected, no fruits of righteouſneſs 
can appear. For, as it is the inſtrument of our 
engrafture into the true Vine, if the means be not 
accepted, the end will not follow. It is not to be 

>. 0-2: wondered, 
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wondered, therefore, that ** unfruitfulneſs“ ſhou'd 
be the curſe, while a notorious rejection of goſpel- 
truths is the /in of too many. Nor, can I think, 
even amid the moſt fpecious appearances of out- 
ward decency, that thoſe who quarrel with the 
fundamentals of the gofpel, have any real love for 
their Divine Author, or ever knew what it is to 
bring forth fruit unto Gop. A natural man may 
bring forth fruit to himſelf; Fand may fancy his 
fruit to be genuine, and falutary ; while Ephraim- 
like, he may ferd on wind,“ and bring forth no- 
thing but wild grapes. F—And while we have cauſe 
to mourn that ſo many bring forth 10 fruit at 
all; it is no leſs matter of lamentation that num- 
1 bers bring forth fo little, confidering the peculiar 
. Privileges, by which they are diſtinguiſhed. Ma- 
Wh." ny enjoy the means of 'grace; fit under the 
[| found of the goſpel for years; and bring forth no 
| fruit. From year to year they ftand in the vine- 
| yard of the LoxD; and under the cleareſt ſun- 
thine of goſpel- preaching and copious ſhowers of 
bleſſings attending it, remain barren, and unfruit- 
ful; nigh unto curſing. And the longer ſuch ſap- 
lets profzflors ftand in the vineyard, the drier 
they get, and—the fitter for burning. Notions, 
inftcad of faith, are at the root; and leaves of 
profeſſion are the poor ſubſtitute for the Fruits of 
righteouſneſs. Miſerable fituation ! Dreadful de- 
lufion ! Awake from your dream of cold pro- 
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feſſion, ye deluded cumberers of the ground. 
For, behold! 
„ The Lok p into his vineyard comes 
Your various fruits to ſee; 
His EYE, more piercing taan the light, 
Examines ev'ry tree. 
Tremble, profeſſors, at his frown, 
If barren fill ye ſtand: 


And fear that keenly-woundiag Ax, 
Which arms his awful hand!“ 


2 Our *© fidelity” affords matter for humilia- 
tion. 'This is that monſter ; that many-headed 
hydra ; that is the prolific parent of all the dread- 


ful principles, which ſtrike at the Revelation and 


Exiſtence of Gor. Its unhappy votaries, from 


the fimpering Deiſt up to ** the atrabilaire blaſ-. 


phemer” of the miracles, or foul-mouthed Atheiſt; 
whether they adopt the name of minute philoſo- 
phers, free-thinkers, or no-thinkers ; all bow at the 
{ame thrine of black infidelity. It is this monſter 
that ſuggeſts cavils at God's revealed will ; which 
leads to all the labyrinths of ſcepticiſm ; and 
often ends in all the horrors of deſpair. Infidels 
are more common, than ſome may imagine. What 
are all open profligate finners? who trample on 


God's law, and give a licence to their unbridled 
luſt? They are infidels practically: and numbers 


of them are ſo, ſy/ematically. What are they, who 
deny ſome of the great doctrines of the goſpel ? 
Infidels in part, Deiſts in diſguiſe ; and often many 
of them more inconfiſtent in their principles, 
and pernicious to the cauſe of Truth, than the 
explicit 
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explicit rejecters of all Revelation. What then 
is Infidelity? its nature? its end? 


A ſtrenuous enterprize: To gain it, man 
Muſt burſt thro' ev'ry bar of common Heile, 
Of common ſhame, magnaniruouſly wrong 
And what rewards the ſturdy combiitine'? 
His prize REPENTANCE: INFAMY his crown,” 


3. Hereſies, We ſwarm with theſe in the 
preſent day: and their pernicious effects are too 
viſible. Some have brought in damnable herefies,* 
cage anwhing hereſies of deſtruction; deſtruc- | 
tive in their nature, and dreadfully fo, in their 
. conſequences. And, howſoever hereſy may have 
Mt | | formerly crept along with all the ſoftneſs of the 
N ſnake, it is in the preſent day metamorphoſed 
2000 into a lion rampant, The clamors of conſcience, 
| | f the ſolemn bonds of ſubſcription are not ſufficient 

FN to tame it. Its mouth is opened in blaſphemy 
i} againſt the perſon, work and offices of the ado- 
is rable Redeemer. And though indeed the monſter 
affects to be hene, by quitting the ramparts of 
 Creeds, Articles, &c. and ſa makes his den correſ- 
pond with his voice; yet he is audacious in pro- 
portion. And though we ſhould be ſorry that 
hereſy in a ſerpentine form thould imitate the 
audacity of the lion rampant ; yet it is pity but 
the ſnake in diſguiſe would adopt the lion's Hun. 
— From all falſe doctrine, hereſy, and ſchiſm, 
* Good LORD deliver us!” | 
(4) An inordinate love of pleaſures,” is among 
the ſins, which diſgrace the preſent age; and 


— 
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therefore conſtitutes a diſtin branch of humi- 
liation in the excellent Form, compoſed on this 
occaſion. To enumerate the various kinds of 
pleaſures which abound in the preſent day, and | 
to deſcribe the inordinate avidity with which 
they are purſued, would be a taſk equally diffi- 
cult: People in general are ſo loſt in perpetual 
diſſipation; ſo engaged in an uninterrupted round 
of vain amuſements ; and ſo univerſally occupied 
in making proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts 
thereof : * that one would imagine, they thought 
it the chief end of their exiſtence, and the prin- 
cipal branch of their happineſs, to eat and drink 
and riſe up to play :+ an end, and mode of feli- 
city this, more adapted to the nature of ſenſual 
brutality, than conſonant to the dictates of reaſon. 
And, to what a degree of enormous extravagance 
and horrid profaneneſs the pleaſures of the day 
have arrived, let the impious amufements of the 
maſquerade teftify : that nurſery of diſhonorable 
intrigues, in which an aſſumption of the | brute, 
and a diſgracing of human nature, by the moſt 
ſhocking and ridiculous transformations of dreſs, 
are characteriſtical of that folly and ſhame, which 
require a maſk, to conceal the aſſumers of them. 


Pe EE IE 


— 8 


1 .* © Nom, Sith. If - +3. Cf. . 


+ Since * above was written, the public papers have in formed 
us, that his Majeſty has iſſued particular orders for the diſeon tinu- 
ance of maſquerades through the winter. It were much to be wiſhed, f 
that the temporary prohibition were eſtabliſhed into an irrepealable | 
law, For, this ſpecies of amuſement is certainly a public nuiſance, | 


and a ſcandal to any country ; more Cy to one, denominated 
Criſtian, 


If 
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If then we ſcriouſly confider the expence, ſo- 
licitude and prodigious conſumption of time, 
arriling from an attention to amuſements in gene- 
ral, and all the whinfical varieties of dreſs and faſh- 
ion: Amidſt ſuch univerſal diſſipation, and“ inor- 
dinate love of pleaſures,“ &c. what room can there 
be for ſerious meditation? What time for pray- 
er? for ſelf-examination ® Muſt not all care for 
the one thing needful be wholly luſt in the buſy circle 
of diffipation ? How totally indiſpoſed muſt our 
pleaſure-takers be, to obey the important exhor- 
tation of the Pſalmiſt, Commune with your own heart, 
and in your chamber, and be till! With all their 
appearance of gaiety, dare they meet conjcience 
alone in ſolemn retirement, and patiently liſten 
to her faithful admonitions ? Can they bear ſe— 
1 riouſly to think of DEATH, JUDGMENT and 
| | 0 ETERNITY ? If their thougts are for a moment 

18 


i108 | diverted to ſuch ſolemn ſubjects; are they not in- 
| þ | ſtantaneoufſly banithed, as unwelcome obtruders? 
| 
[ 


Yea, does not the very mention of theſe words of 

awful import, only drive them to greater lengths 

of diſſipation? in order that, what they efteem 
_ gbomy ſuggeſtions, and the temporary ſeriouſneſs 


1 li reſulting from them, may be baniſhed together ? 
5 9 And what is the-happineſs, for which the votaries of 
100 plcaſure perpetually toil? What, the end of their 
0 lf _ eager purſaits ? Galling diſappointment crowns the 

| l chaſe : and, when they imagine themſelves full in 


} poſſeſſion of the deſired bliſs, the creature of their 
imagination is vaniſhed; and they graſp at an airy 
phantom or embrace a ſhadow, O ye ſons and 
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- daughters of pleaſure, whoſe affections, time, 
thought, and attention, are wholly abſorbed in 
the giddy round of perpetual diflipation ; give 
me leave to breathe out the defires of my ſoul 
for you in the affectionate with of Moſes for the 
children of Iſrael. O! that they were wisE! that 
they underfiood TH1s ! that they would CONSI- 
DER THEIR LATTER END | 
(5) In the catalogue of the ** grievous offences” 
which mark our conduct as a finful people; and 
for which we need deep ſelf-humiliation; our ec- 
clefiaſtical governors have taken care not to omit a 
confeſſion of our ©* PROPHANENEsS”. But where 
thall I begin, or how attempt, to enumerate the 
inftances of it? Where is the county, the city, 
the town, the village, the houſe, that is totally 
exempt from the charge? It is an evil that 
enters into all orders, ranks, and degrees of men 
amongſt us. Our armies and navies too much 
abound with it, yea the voice of profaneneſs 1 is heard 
in our ſtreets ; and that, frequently in the ear of 
magiſtracy itſelf; and in daring violation of laws 
divine and human. A profanation of the DAT of 
the LorD is become ſo common; ſo faſhionable ; 
that viſiting, feaſting, and pleaſure-taking are as 
much practiſed on the Chriftian ſabbath as upon 
any day of the week, This bleſſed day is eſpeci- 
ally profaned by almoſt every ſpecies of buying 
and ſelling. Shops are ſhut for decency's ſake : 
but the commodities in them are open, to any and 
every purchaſer. The abominable cuſtom of tip- 


ling on the Lord's day prevails more and more : 
H inſomuch 
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inſomuch, that, notwithſtanding the ſevere laws in 
force againſt it, the wretched ſlaves of intempe- 
rance may be found lounging in public houſes, 
_ even in time of divine ſervice. A dreadful pro- 
ſanation this! whigh it is incumbent on the ma- 
giſtrate and eccleſiaſtical officer to remedy ; eſpe- 
cially the former, who by his very office is ap- 
pointed to be a terror to evil doers; and who, 
through negligence or connivance in the ad miniſ- 
tration of juſtice, will be chargeable, with a virtual 
toleration of impiety. But; while a profanation 
of the Lord's day may be ranked among the 
crying fins of this nation; the taking his NAME in 
vain no lets aggravates our national guilt. Becauſe 
of SWEARING the land mourneth. That bleſſed, 
that adorable, that tremendous Name of Gop, 
which fills angels with profound adoration, and 
devils with terror; is treated with the groſſeſt ir- 
reverence by audacious mortals. Worms of the 
earth dare to introduce the awful word into their 
moſt trifling converſation ; and the very ſame lips 
that utter ** Hall: wed be thy name, in horrid in- 
confiftency blaſpheme it, almoſt in the next 
breath. We ſwarm with ſuch multitudes of blaſ- 
phemers, in the preſent day, that it is rare to 1ee 
a few perſons engaged in ordinary converſation 
without having one's ears ſhocked by the intro- 
duction of an oath, The very heathens themſelves 
treat the name of their fictitious deities, with 
deeper reverence, than numbers in this civilized 
country do, that of the living and true GoD. 
And Britain, above all nations, ſeems to abound 

Y In 
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in the unhallowed dialect. O what an inſtance of 
amazing patience and long: ſuffering in the LORD 
is it, to continue to us one ſingle bleſſing amidſt 
ſuch flag rant national provocations! Eſpecially, 
if, beſides our notorious profanations of his bleſſ- 
ed day, and adorable name, we confider the vari— 
ous other flagitious crimes that make our land 
almoſt ripe for deſtruction : ſuch as, the horrid 
perfidy of inſidious adulterers ; who by a profti- 
tution of friendthip to the baſeſt purpoſes, lay wait 
for their neighbor's bed, and rob him of the 
partner of his boſom. How much this thocking ſin 
prevails let the frequency of divorces teſtify.— The 
uncleanneſs of fornicators, who wallow in the mire 
of their abominable luſts, and derive to themſelves 
and their poſterity the bitter fruits of their impu- 
rities ; bring rottenneſs into their bones, extinction to 
their families and their name ; and unleſs grace in- 
tervene, eternal ruin on their immortal ſouls : 
Even the /in of Sodom hath found its way into our 
land; that unnatural abomination which Gop for- 
merly puniſhed with fire from heaven :—cove- 
touſneſs and fraud ; injuſtice and oppreſſion, are 
no leſs predominant ; while in tranſgreſſing and 
LYING againſt the LORD, and departing away from 
our GoD, ſpeaking oppreſſion and revolt, conceiving 
and uttering from the heart words of falſhood ; judg- 
ment is turned away backward, and juſtice ftandeth 
afar f: intemperance and epicuriſm the 
principle of whoſe ſelf-indulgent votaries is Let us 
. liz. 1% 14: | | | 
- - © 3 eat 
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eat and drink; for to-morrow we die. Luxury, 
that rapacious evil, which evermore cries ©* Give 
Give !” and ſets no bounds to its extravagant 
aims, and ſenſual gratifications :—Theſe enor— 
mities ſuperadded to a prevailing diſeſteem for the 


goſpel of Chriſt, and to a contempt for the 


righteous law of that divine Legiſlator, compoſe 


that finful group of iniquities with which our 


land is oppreſſed. 

And are theſe thy ſins, O Britain? Are they 
thus aggravated? Does thine accumulated guilt 
reach to heaven? Is thy in written with a pen 
of iron and with the point of a diamond? Is it graden 
cn the table of thine heart? F O then what cauſe 
for humiliation! How proper to ſet apart a day 
for faſting and prayer in order to deprecate that 
vengeance and thoſe judgments, which our ini- 
quities juſtly deſerve! What an additional pro- 
pricty in appointing ſuch a ſolemn ſeaſon, when 
we conſider that our fins are more or leſs at the 
bottom of our national altercations | From whence 


come wars and fightings among . you Come they nt 


hence ? even of your luſis that war in your men 
bers? * 
But, our buſineſs on this ſolemn occaſion, 


conſiſts, not only in deprecating the divine dit- 
pleaſure, on account of our © heinous oſſences; 
but alſo in imploring the aſſiſtance of Infinite 
Wiſdom to direct our counſels; and of Almighty 
Power to render ſucceſsful our undertakings, du- 
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ring the continuance of the preſent conteſt. And 
this naturally leads me to conſider, 

III. That upon every emergency, we thould 
never forget, that 20 aft help of the Loxp is among 
the moſt * necetlary meaſures of force” to be 
employed againſt our adverſaries, whether tem- 
poral or ſpiritual. | 


1 This truth, which is written as with a ſun- 


beam throughout the ſacred ſcriptures, has been 
and ſtill continues to be, illuſtrated by an infinite 
number of inſtances: it ſtands equally authenti- 
cated by the dealings of Divine Providence, and 
the diſpenſations of Divine Grace. It 1s a truth 
that enters deeply into the experience of every 
true believer ; while a practical application of it, 
in all the trying occurrences of life, Iays the 
foundation of his efizbliſhment and peace. He 
knows, from manifold facts, that he is utterly 
helpleſs; yea that he hath no ſtrength in himſelf: 
and, therefore, as the conſciouſneſs of his inabi- 
lity increaſeth, his reliance on the grace, power 
and providence of Gop groweth in proportion. 
Under the firſt deep impreſſions of anxiety about 
the ſalvation of his ſoul, In ME is thine HELP f 


was the bleſſed truth, that calmed the tempeſt 
within; made his guilty fears vanith ; adminiſtered 
courage and ftrength againft his adverſaries ; and 


that poured the balm- of conſolation into his 


wounded heart. By deep diſcoverics of the ex- 
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ceeding finfulneſs of fin, in its origin and effects; 
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by a conviction of the total ruin of his nature, 
the plague of his heart, and the inſufficiency and 
demerit of his beſt performances; and through 
an inſight into the ſpirituality of Gop's holy law, 
as well as by an application of its condemning 
ſentence; he was made to feel, that he could 
not help himſelf. Under this load of accumu- 
lated guilt, depreſſing fears, and keen anxiety, 
out of the depths he cried unto the LoRD :* And, 
the Loxp heard his cry. He teils him in the 
language of unſpeakable conſolation, I have laid 
HELP upon ONE that is MidHTY. T At this 
ſeaſonable declaration, big with mercy he lifts 
up his drooping head; and through the light 
of Gop's Holy Spirit, beholds grace in all its 
ſuitableneſs and ſufficiency laid up in the fulneſs 
of the LoRD JESsus CHRIST. He ſees him by 
faith, as the Lams of God that taketh away the 
fin of the world; as the great Repairer of the 
breach ; the Surety 57 the New, Teſtament ; the Righ- 
teouſneis of the guilty ; the Helper of the help- 
leſs; the Strength of the weak; the Deliverer of 
the captives; the Phyſician of the fin-fick; the 
Almizhty SavIOR of poor, wretched, ruined 
ſinners. He beholds in the ſame divine perſon, 
all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, of 
happineſs and holineſs, of grace and glory. He 
is convinced now, that all his help againſt fin, 
in its guilt and power; againſt the law, in its 
ſtrength and condemnation ; againſt Satan, in his 


— N 


enn. . | + Pf. luxxix. 19. 5 
accuſations 


for National Humiliation. 59 


zccuſations and devices; and againſt the world, 
in its numerous entanglements, erroneous princi— 
ples, and pernicious practices; centres wholly 
and ſolely in his all- ſufficient Savior. The ma- 
nifeſtation of theſe riches of divine grace in ]esvus, 
and the application of them by his bleiſed Spirit, 
difpel the gloomy night of his doubts and fears; 
and make a bright morning of light, peace and 
confolation, dawn upon his foul. The day-ftar 
ariſeth, and with it, heaven ſprings up 1n his heart, 
Thus the LorD's people are led to ſee where 
their help lieth ; and from whence their ſalvation 
cometh. The important diſcovery is of the ut- 
moſt advantage to them, in their daily ftruggles 
with the body of fin, and all the other enemies 
of their peace. They ſee, that victory is aſcer- 
tained to them, by the conqueſts of their victo— 
rious Head : and, having found the way of acccſs 
to his gracious throne, they go thither upon 
every occcaſion, and find the help their particu- 
lar exigences require. Still retaining freth upon 
their minds, a deep ſenſe of their poverty and 
helpleſſneſs; they fly to thoſe everlaſting reſources 
of ſtrength and grace in the Captain of their ſal- 
vation. Senſible that without him, they can do 
nothing; they nevertheleſs know by happy expe- 
rience, that his frength is made perfect in weakneſs, 
and that through CHRIST ſtrengthening them, they 
can do all things. HE is the ſhicld of their help, 
and the ſword of their excellency. 4 When the ſtorm 
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of perſecution, and the floods of temptation afſail 
their peace; JESUS is their hiding-place from th: 
wind and their covert from the tempeſt.“ Into the 
clifts of this Rock of ages they fly for thelter 
from every furious blaſt; and there they en- 
Joy a ſecure and peaceful retreat. Under the 
covert of his almighty grace, they bid defi- 
ance even to the loudeſt thunders of Mount 
| Sinai; while their ears are charmed and their 
hearts raviſhed with that melody of heaven, that 
Song of ſongs, which iſſues, through the goſpel- 
trumpet, from Mount Zion. Standing firm upon 
their immovable rock, or houſed ſafe within the 
ark of the everlaſting covenant, they outride 
every ftorm, and only hear the billows, that laſh 
the fides of their ſecure aſylum. When earth 
allures; or when hell threatens : they lay the de- 
luſory ſmiles of the one, and the menaces of the 
other, before Him, who is a very preſent help in 
time of trouble; and betake themſelves to his 
wiſdom and ſuccour, for guidance and protec- 
tion. When corruption arifeth, or guilt trou- 
bleth ; whither ſhould they go, but to Him who hath 
the words of eternal life? Who can help them 
under their burdens, but he who bore them? Or 
who defeat their enemies, but He who is their 
LORD Gop. OMNIPOTENT ? When Death makes 
a near advance; help from on high ſtrips him of 
all his horrors; difarms him of his ſting; and 
changes the King of terrors into a meſſenger 
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of peace. Leaning on the arm, and truſting in 
the promiſc of their faithful and unchangeable 
FRIEND, they go down to the chambers of 
each; enter unhurt this cockatrice's den; + and 
iſs the gloomy vale that leads thereto, ſinging, 
T hanks be to GoD, wh giveth us the victory through 
cr LoRD JESUS CHRIST | 

Happy, ſays the Royal Plalmiſt, is he that hath 
the GoD of Facob for his HELP; whoſe hope is in the 
LoRD kis GoD | + This happineſs is the portion 
of all thoſe, who know how to uſe the Divine aid, 
during their conflicts in the wilderneſs. They aſk 
help iN FAITH and the promiſed bleſſing comes 
accordingly. Nor do they require aſſiſtance from 
above in their ſpiritual concerns only, In the 
management of their temporal affairs, they eſteem 
it a privilege and a duty, to conſult infinite Wiſ- 
dom, as well as to rely on Almighty power: and 


by every ſuch application faith is a conſiderable 


gainer. It acquires vigor from uſe, and enriches 
its happy poſſeſſor with a large income of life and 
peace. It keeps the eye of the foul conftantly 
looking up to the everlaſting hills from whence 
cometh its help; * and the believer's heart open, to 
receive the gracious dictates of its Gop. When 
croſſes come, (and come they will) ; in the humble, 
ſimple, and comprehenſive petition of the Syro- 
phoenician woman, the believer cries, * LoRD 
HELP ME!'——Help me to improve by every 
afflictive providence ; to extract honey from the 
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bittereſt flowers; and to grow under every preſ- 
ſure. Help me to recommend all my concerns, 
with unreferved confidence, into thy blefſed 
hands; and to truſt thee for the iſſue. Help me 
to conduct myſelf circumſpectly, in a confcien- 
tious uſe of means; and yet to rely on thy grace 
and providence only for the ſucceſs of them.— 
Help me (for vain is the help of man) through all 
the cares, and ſnares of life: and while I am en— 
gaged in a multiplicity of unavoidable concerns, 
cauſe me to know the way wherein I ſhould walk in; 
for I lift up my ſoul unto thee : and let my heart 
never wholly wander from its proper centre.— 
Help me, during my conflict with the enemies 
of my ſalvation, to keep the patience, . fortitude, 
and perſeverance of Immanuel, cvermore in view: 
that while I am contemplating his unparalleled 
ſufferings, I may derive virtue from his bright 
example, and obtain victory over fin, Satan, the 
world, and death, only through the triumphs of 
his bleſſed croſs !—Help me, during my pilgri— 
mage, to keep clear of every error, that takes 
from the honor of thy law, or that derogates 
from the glory of thy goſpel: and fo aſſiſt me 
by the power of thine arm, the light of thy 
Spirit, and the guidance of thy word, that I may 
fight the good fight of faith and lay hold on eternal 
life Help me through the ſwellings of 3 
flood, and land me ſafe on its oppoſite thore — 
To theſe humble petitions for help, in its various 
applications, the Lord out of infinite condeſcen- 


ſion ſets his ſeal, ſaying, Fear not, for I am will 
thee : 
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thee: be not diſmayed, for I am thy God : I will 
rrengthen thee : yea I will help thee : yea I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteouſneſs, © 
(2) Common diſpenſations are no leſs under 
the ſuperintendency of God, than the work of our 
ſalvation is the reſult of his ſovereign grace: and 
the events of the former arc as much the effects 
of his uncontroulable will and pleaſure, as the con- 
trivance and accompliſhment of the latter, are 
the glorious out-beaming of his wiſdow and power. 
In both worlds, the natural and the ſpiritual, JEno- 
vaH is the Supreme Governor: and in all diſpen- 
ſations, whether of grace or providence, his ſo- 
vereignty reigns. He doeth according to his will in 
lhe army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth; and none CAN ſtay His hand, or ſay unto him, 
What doeſt thou? The longeſt chain of ſecond 
cauſes depends on the great FIRST CAUSE: and 
all the links in the myſterious concatenation, 
hang together, according to the views of his deep 
deſigns. » | 
How abſolutely neceſſary, then, to ſeek for help 
from Him, who is the ſovereign of the Univerſe ; 
the all-wife Diſpoſer of every event ; the gracious 
Over-ruler of all diſpenſations; and the infinite 
ſource of widom and firength! ** In his hands 
are the iſſues of life and death; of good and evil: 
and without his aid, the wiſeſt counſels of frail 
men, and the multitude of an hoſt and all the 
inſtruments of war, are but weak and vain.” 
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And, therefore, „ not confiding in the ſplen- 
dor of any thing that is great, or the ſtability of 
any thing that is ſtrong here below, we ſhould 
humbly fee to the Lord for ſuccor, and put our 
truſt under the ſhadow of his wings.” To ſeek 
help from him is amongſt the moſt © neceſſary 
meaſures of force” to be employed againſt our 
adverſaries, temporal or f piritual. 

Let us digeſt the above pious acknowledg: 
ments of our church into a few heads of improve- 
ment. (1) The wiſeſt councils of frail men arc 
of no avail, independent of wiſdom from on high. 
A truth this, equally corroborated by ſcripture 
and facts. When tharp-ſizhted counſellors, after 
long deliberation, are about to bring their ſchemes 
into execution; how frequently does Infinite Wit- 
dom baille their deſigns, juſt at the critical mo- 
ment, when the authors of them imagined they 
were arrived at ſuch a ſtate of maturity, as to be 
above the reach of diſappointment ! When men 
lean to their own underſtanding, the Lorp leaves 


them to the devices of their own hearts ; ſuffers 


them to fail into tne greateſt blunders ; and pre- 
vents them in juſtice from ſeeing the flaw in 
their conſultations, 'till by the fatality of their miſ- 
takes they give an awful proof of their fallibility 
and folly. And, though their projects are plan- 
ned with the utmoſt fecrecy and ſubtilty; yet they 
are all ſeen through by the omniſcient eye of God, 
and effeQually blaſted, oſten in their embryo- 
fate by the wonderful interpoſitions of his pro- 


vidence. He whe once turned the Fur of Ahitophe! 
| ine 
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into fooliſhneſs * has equal power till to defroy the 
wiſdom of the wiſe, and to bring to nothing the under- 
Randing of the prudent. + And, by making the ſim- 
pleſt means and moſt feeble inſtruments triumph 
over all the deep-laid policy of the wiſe and pru- 
dent; he in ten thouſand inftances exemplitics 
the aſſertion of the Apoſtle, THE FOOLISHNESS OF 
GoD 1s WISER THAN MEN. | (2) If we ſpeak of 
STRENGTH lo! he is ſtrong. And what are all 
the inſtruments of war and the multitude of an 
hoſt when oppoſed to the ſingle arm of the omni- 
potent JEHOVAH. David, who was a man con- 
verſant in various ſcenes of war, and whoſe 
ſucceſſes were almoſt as numerous as his battles, 
well knew, that it was not his bow or ſword, but 
the power of Gop, that ſaved him from the hands 
of his enemies: and therefore he lays all his trophies 
of victories at the LorD's feet, ſaying, I will not 
truſt in my bow, neither ſhall my ſword ſave me. || In- 
deed this was a leſſon he had occaſion to learn 
very early in life, For, upon a retroſpect to the 
remarkable victory, gained over the vaunting 
champion of the Philiſtines, by the feeble inſtru- 
mentality of a /ling and fone ; he would very natu- 
rally conclude that The battle is not to the ftrong. 
And from hence, therefore, upon a review of the 
 Loxy's diſpenſations towards his people, in ſett- 
ling them in the land of Canaan; he ſets his ſeal 
to the ſame truth, by aſcribing all the glory of 
that great event, to the marvelous loving-kindneſs, 
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providence, and powerful arm of JzHovan ; ſay- 
ing, bor they got nat the land in pojjeifion by their mon 
| ſword, neil r did ther 9mm arm fate tie: but Thy 
110 riglit hand, and THIN arm, and tlie light of thy coun- 
11478 | tenance, becauſe thou nad/t a FAVOR unto them. F 


| As the Lord can, by inſtruments compara- 
i; tively fooith, conſound the wiidom of the world; 
{$1 fo he can cqually itluttiate his ſovereign power, 
17 | by means, to the eye of ſenſe, improbable and 
Wits) weak: for, wiſdom and migit are his. By what- 


1 ever mode, inſtrument, or means, he chuſe to 
1444 carry on his detigns ; they thall never fail of ac- 
compliſhment. If kg work, who fnall leit it ? All 
zhe inhabitants of the earth are unable to make 
the ſmalleſt reſiſtence; if he clothe himſelf with 
zeal as with a cloke, or put on the garments of 
Maut vengeance. Yea, if he determine to make per— 
1 fect "his ſtrength even in the worm Jacob, * he 
N mall be more than a match for the united force 
of earth and hell. If he engage on the fide of a 
K particular people; oNE ſhall cha;e a thouſand and Two 
I. put ten thouſand to flight. 1 As the chriſtian com- 
0141108 batant is indebted for all his ſucceſſes and his 
crown, to the invincible power and ſovereign 
al j _ gift of Divine Grace; fo the earthly warrior is 
1 made to know, that THE BATTLE IS THE 
WITH 6 | LORD's, and that it is he, who breaketh the bow, 
1 and cutteth the ſpear in ſunder, and burneth tic 
1777 chariots in the fire. The ſword even of a Gideon 
ſhall effect nothing: but the % ſword of the Lon 
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and of Gideon ſhall bring mighty things to pals: 
for, in nature, as in grace, the right hand of the 
Lonb hath the pre-eminence. 

Never were theſe truths more remarkably il— 
luſtrated, than in the ſucceſſes of Fery/haphat; or 
the importance of them, more devoutly acknow- + 
ledzed, than in the beautiful prayer, which that 

pious Prince uttered in the houſe of the Loxp, 
in the midſt of the congregation of Judah and 
Feruſalem : The whole of it contains ſuch a dif- 
play of wiſdom, piety, and truth; and is ſo re- 
markably appoſite to the ſubject of this day in 
general, particularly to that branch of it which 
is now under conſideration; that I thould do an 
injury to the context, as well as deprive myſelf 
of a particular gratification, if I did not preſent 
vou with that prayer of the King of Judah, which 
did more execution againſt the Afoubites and Am- 
mites, than could probably have been effected 
by the greateſt military force. — Fehoſhaphat in- 
troduces his prayer, with an addreſs to the Lord, 
declarative of his univerſal ſovereignty, and in- 
vincible power. O LORD GoD of cur fathers, art 
not thou-GoD in heaven? and ruleſt nos thou over 
all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand 
is there not power and might, ſo that none is able to 
withſtand thee? ver. 6. After his mind is duly 
ſolemnized by this confideration of the glorious if 
attributes of the LoRD Almighty ; he procedes to 
a detail of grievances z acknowledges the awful 
neceſſity of crying to the Lord under public 
calamities; and comforts himſelf with a perfua- | 
fon, 
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fion, that Gop would both hear and help. / 
when evil cometh among us, as the fword, judgment, 
or peflilence, or famine, we fland before this hauj: 
(which was a type of Chriſt) and in thy preſence, 
and cry unto thee in our affiidion, then thou wilt hear 
and help. Ver. 9. The conduct of the children 
of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, is ſpread be- 
fore the divine throne, in its ſeveral notorious 
aggravations: and the King makes an eſpecial 
appeal to heaven, againſt the baſe iNGRATITUDE 
of theſe inſurgents, ſaying, Behold, how they RE- 
WARD us! Ver. 11.-—However great Fehoſha- 
phat's military preparations might have been; 
or how probable ſoever a victory over his ene- 
mies might be rendered through the mere dint 
of his ſuperior force of arms; yet, fo depen- 
dent is he on Divine aid, and ſo deeply con- 
ſcious of the inſufficiency of all the inſtruments 
of war, without the concurring help of the 
arm of the LoR D; that he totally diſclaims, and 
even annihilates the whole force of his Kingdom, 
when conſidered abſtractedly from the protection 
and providence of the Moſt High. This is his 
remarkable declaration, Ve have No MIGHT 
againſt this great company that cometh againſt us. 
Yer. 12. But might not his policy, taken in 
conjunction with the wiſdom of his privy-coun- 
ſellors, have deviſed ſome ſucceſsful plan of ope- 
ration, or have pointed to ſome reſources of 
| ſtrength, upon this emergency? No. The renun- 
ciation of his frength is not more explicit, than 
that of his wiſdom : for, like a man at his wits 

end, 
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end, and in the moſt pitiable ſtate of embaraſs- 
ment, he cries out Neither know we what to do. 
If we view the King of Judah thus far; he ex- 
hibits a lamentable picture of complicated diſtreſs: 
and were we to flop here, and confider him no 
farther, he would repreſent a man in the very 
depth of deſpair. But, we ſhall foon behold him, 
riſing ſuperior to all his enemies; emerging from 
all the floods of tribulation ; triumphing over all 
his dificulties ; and diſplaying that true magna- 


nimity, peculiar to the Chri/zan hero. After enu- 


merating his difficulties ; declaring the imminent 
danger of himſelf and his people; and reflecting 
on the weaknets both of his national policy, and 
military force: even in the midſt of all theſe dif- 
couragements, he is not hopeleſs. He has one 
glorious reſource of wiſdom and power ſtill left ; 


which is infinitely more than an equivalent to the 


formidable appearance of his enemies, He oraſps 
at the arm of Omnipotence : and ſummoning up 
all the power of divine faith to the exigencies of 
the alarming criſis, ſays; BUT OUR EYES ARE 
upPoN THEE. Excellent declaration! Noble in- 


ſtance of fortitude and faith ! Here the impend- 


ing ſtorm begins to ſubſide: and the proſpet of 
deliverance to a ſtate threatened with deſtruction 
begins to dawn. Jelgſhaphat ſecures infinitely 
greater ſtrength by looking ſimply to the Logp, 
than if he had fixed his eyes on the promiſed 
atiftance of the whole earth. As Aſa's fin con- 


titted in ſeeking under a bodily complaint, to the 


K thyſicians, 
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 phyficians, and wt to the Lon D; + the ſon took 
warning from the father's miſtake, and improves 
it to the advantage of himſelf and his kingdom, 
While the Ammentes, Mcabites, and all the other 
aſſociates in the miſchievous convention, are Ilcok- 
ing to their numbers, their ſtrength, their po- 
licy ; the good King is looking up in humble 
confidence to the LOBD of Hoſis. He prays 
againſt their wickedneſs. Gop hears his prayer; 
turns the counſels of theſe Ahitcphels into ' fooliſh- 
neſs ; ſuffers a ſpirit of diſcord to enter among 
the confederates themſelves ; they fall out with 
one- another; the children of Ammon and Meab 
firſt defiroyed the inhabitants of Mount Seir; 
and, then every one helped to deſtroy another. Ver. 23. 
Such was the remarkable fate of theſe ungrateful 
male-contents; ſuch, the wonderful effects of a 
pious king's confidence in the living Gop; and 
ſuch, the miſerable iſſue of an ungrateful con- 
federacy puniſhed by Lorrid ſelf-confuſion and 
mutual ſelf-defirution. An cvent in ſacred hiſ- 
| tory this, calculated to teach mankind an uſeful 
leſſon; as it ſerves to ſhew, what wonders Gop 
will perform in behalf of thoſe, who truſt in him; 
how eafily he can adminiſter help in ſcenes of 
the greateſt difficulty, danger, and diſtreſs; that 
infidious male-contents are often precipitated to 
the moſt violent mcaſures againſt themſelves; and 
that rebellious diſcord generally turns its ſword 
upon its own bowels, and periſhes upon the point 
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of that very ſpear, which it intended to have 
bathed in the blood of others. 

Theſe are confiderations, the importance of 
which it is highly incumbent on this kingdom 
maturely to weigh. To aſk help of the LoRD 
is an indiſpenſable duty, even in the inferior con- 
cerns of life; but much more fo, when the ſates 
of kingdoms and ſtates are depending. We have 
ſzen the great advantages of it illuftrated in the 
hiſtory, to which our text refers; in which the 
King of Judah hines with diſtinguiſhing bright- 
neſs, as a moſt amiable pattern of every chriſtian 
virtue: while the ſucceſſes, which crowned his 
piety, are a glorious exemplification of the truth, 

_ uttered by Jahaxiel, one of that illuſtrious prince's 
miniſters, THE BATTLE IS NOT YOURS, BUT 
Gop's. Ver. 13. Indeed this is a truth, atteſted 
by innumerable facts, in the Lokp's various dif- 
penſations towards this kingdom. The hiftory of 
Great Britain abounds with almoſt as numerous 
(and I had almoſt ſaid as marvelous) inſtances of 
Divine interpoſition, as that of Jſracl of old. No 
nation under heaven has been more wonderfully 
protected, amidſt the moſt imminent danger from 
foreign adverſaries, or the ſtill more dreadful 
alarms of inteſtine foes: while the numerous re- 
cent victories gained over a perfidious nation, f 

to which ſhe is an object at once of envy and of 
terror, exhibit the moſt illuſtrious diſplay of the 

gracious providence and marvelous loving kind- 
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neſs of the Almighty Guardian of our liberties, 
properties and lives. If Britain therefore, ſhould 
be 1o loſt to all ſenſe of religion, duty, and grati- 
tude, as to throw off her dependence on Feu; 
and to rely more on the ſtrength of her armaments, 
than on the arm of the Lord of hoſts ; the very 
trophics of ancient and recent victories would bear 
witneſs againft her. If, like a rebellious people of 
old, one great aggravation in whoſe defections 
from the Lonxp was their going down to Egypt for 
help ; * the ſhould look more to the aſſiſtance of 
an arm of flejh than to thoſe inexhauſtible reſources 
of wiſdom and power in the living God : ſuch 
conduct would be infinitely more ominous to her 
intereſts, than the moſt formidable hoſtile prepara- 
tions of any nation upon the globe : while the 
whole collective force of the mott potent auxilia- 
Ties in the world, without JEHovAan as her grand 
Ally, would avail nothing. For, if Gop be againſt 
us, Ho can be rox us? 
Having endeavored to improve the ſubject of 
our text, by accomodating its ſtriking reference 
to the circumſtances of the day; it might, per- 
haps, be expected by ſome, that I ſhould enter 
into a political diſcuſſion of the merits of the pre- 
ſent conteſt. But though I think it perfectly con- 
ſiſtent even with the nature of our ſacred function, 
to enter into thoſe ſubjects, which have any re- 
ference to our happy conſtitution, and the ſalutary 
laws upon which it is founded: yet, as it was not 


— 
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my 


my deſign to expatiate on politics, but rather to 
ſuggeſt a religious improvement of the preſent 
troubles ; I ſhall therefore beg to be excuſed from 
any attempt formally to controvert a ſubject in the 
examination of which, the arguments of our 
ableſt politicians and moſt ſagacious caſuits, have 
been on both fides, already exhauſted. How- 
ever, though I gladly decline a taſk, to the exccuti- 
on of which, my political diſquiſitions are not more 
diſproportioned, than my inclinations are averſe : 


yet I hope it will give no offence even to our dit- * 


ſentients in politics, if I give my opinion.—That 
the American Colomes have been {ſupported by 
this kingdom at immenſe expences both of her 
blood and treaſure 1s a fact not be denicd ; and, 


therefore, that they thould contribute towards the 


expences of the whole empire, was a requilition, 
founded equally upon the laws of gratitude, as 
upon the nature of their ſubordinate fiate. The 
mode of contribution preſcribed to her by Great 
Britain, was a moderate taxation; and, what in my 
humble opinion ſhould have particularly induced 
the Colonies to have ſubmitted, without heſitation, 
to this very reaſonable demand, was a retroſpect 


to that lenity and indulgence wherewith they had 


been treated in a repeal of the Stamp-AF, But, 
this circumſtance ſo far from engaging their obe- 
dience, only furniſhed them, it is to be feared, 


with materials for new projects of deeper form: | 


dency. The reaſonable and moderate propoſals 


of Great-Britain were rejected; and with ſuch 


circumſtances of wanton inſult and temerity, as 
exceed- 


fir National Eumiliatitn. * Bi 


WH grey; + 


* 
7 ˙A »MP ᷑ e e ou 


74 National Troubles a proper Ground. 


exceedingly enhanced the azgrivations of the re- 
fuſal. It ſeemed negeſſary that Government ſhould 
adopt ſome mod of ceſenting ſuch unbitralleled 
inſolence; leſt a tan: ſab niſſion houll temot 
other branches of the emnire to imitate their rebel. 
lious conduct, and uy the foundation of endless 
| factions in the very heart of the State. It were 
* much to be with-l thit the commenzement of 
hoſtilities could have been avoided ; becauſe the 
effuſion of civil blood communicates to the mind 
an idea of pecaliar horror. But the unyielding 
oppoſition of the agreTors rendered this dernier 
reſort almoſt inevitable; unleſs Greit Britain would 
ſuffer a member of the empire to di-tite to the whole 
body. Propoſals however of peace and amity were 
made, as far as were confiſtent with the dignity 
and honor of the mother-country. If his Myety's 
 Commiitioners were to bear the ſword in one hand; 
they were equally enjoined to extend the olive 
| | branch in the other : and though the ſcale of victory 
* preponderates much on the fide of Great-Þritain ; 
ö yet terms of pacification are fill offered. But all 
5 theſe propoſals, though ſo apparently lenient and 
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[ reaſonable, are rejected with diſdain : even while 
N the rejecters of them are ſuffering in every point 
j of view, by their pertinacious refiſtence: 


= -- As the war. on our fide ſeems to have been 
begun, ſo it is ill carried on, with minifeſt reluc- 
| tance : and the moſt humane declarations to this 
| purport have iſſued 14 A from the throne. © 
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1 | 
|  LIBENTER PERSEQUI. Salluſt. 
| Þut 
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Hut the ear of rebellion is deaf to that very voice, 
which addreſes it in accents of humanity. And if 
his Majeſty had been a Sicilian Tyrant inſtead of the 
amiable Monarch of Great-Britain, an American 
| Cmmgreſs could not have heaped on his character, 
grofſer epithets of infamy than they have done in 
their Manifeſtos of independency. This ingrati- 
tude and inſolence, added to the inſtances of ſeve- 
rity which they bave from time to time pracliſed 
towards the ſriends of Government; and the tyran- 
nical edicts which they have put in force againſt 
uch as could not conſcientioufly coincide with 
their meaſures; leave it no longer a matter of 
doubt to millions, whciher to chuſe being the ſub- 
jects of a mild and limited Monarchy, or to be un- 
der the juriſdiction of a republican junto; whoſe 
foundation is rebellion, and whoſe compulſory 
meaſures are all gloſſed over by the pretext of that 
much-injured name, Liberty. How are they to be 
pitied, who are immediately under their ſway! 
Nuicquid delirant reges plectuntur Achivi. The errors 
of theſe petty Kings fall hcavicſt on their miſerable 
fubjects. Surely humanity muſt fecl for them, and 
charity with them a DapPy riddance from the yoke 
of independency. 
But think. not, ail I advert to the unjuſti- 
fiable claims of the Provincials. that I wiſh to inſſil 
into your minds any degree of wrath or rancor 
againſt their perſons. Gop forbid! Even while 
I am adverting to their miſtakes, my heart bleeds. 
for their calamities, and moſt fincerely and moſt 
ardently prays, that a gracious providence would 
ſpeedily 
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ſpecdily put a period to their ſuſſerings; reſtore 
peace to their troubled land; and unite the 
contending parties in a more happy coalition, 
and firmer league, than ever. Let us by no 
means forget that they are our fellaw- creatures, 
and therefore have an undoubted right to the 
exerciſe of our humanity, in common with the 
ret of mankind: that they are morcover fellow- 
chriſtians, and, under that ſacred denomination, 


call for peculiar exprettions. of our forgivenets, 


charity, and compaiiion : and let us hope, that 
we may vet embrace them in the arms of bene- 
volence and joy, as fel/ow-jubjeHts; when it pleaſes 
God to diſſolve the unhappy faſcination, by which 
their inflammatory leaders delude them into the 


: paths of diſcord and rebellion; and when their 


eyes are opened to a re-conſideration of that na- 
tional peace and proſperity, which they lately en- 
joyed under the juriſdiction of the beft of Prin- 
ces, and in union with the beſt of conſtitutions. 

It cannot be deemed impertinent, that as a 
miniſter of the Church of England, I ſhould take 


the liberty, thus conciſely to give my opinion 


upon the pretent ſubject, The right of private 
judgment, in political and religions! queſtions is 
among thoſe privileges which we enjoy, as Britons; 
a privilege ſo much the more precious juſt now, 
as fuch notorious infringements have been made 
upom it, by the Junto on the other fide” the At- 
lnntie; That there are ſome who diſſent from us, 
on the ſubject, is not to be wondered at; fince, 


as long as the world lofts; men will never- ſee and 


judge 
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judge alike. But this diverſity of opinion, ſhould 
by no means ſuggeſt any ſentiments, inconſiſtent 
with our character as followers of the Prince of 
peace. Let us remember then, that love is a debt 
we owe to all ; and that our differences in judg- 
ment, ſhould not render our benevolence leſs 
diffuſive ; fince theſe very differences afford an oc- 
cafion for its moſt noble expanſions. If we cannot 
think alike, let us love alike. Fallibility is peculiar 
to human nature; forgiveneſs and love are the 
amiable characteriſtics of grace. 


To err, is HUMAN; to forgive, DIVINE! 


And now, while I think myſelf bound, in con- 
formity to an apoſtolic injunction, to PUT YOU, 
IN MIND to be ſubject to principalities and powers ;* 
and to demonſtrate your fear of Gop by honor- 
ing the Ling; — duties inſeparably connected in the 
ſcriptures of truth: ſuffer me to remind you, 
that, while you are exclaiming againſt the“ re- 
bellion“ of the Provincials; if your conduct is 
marked with diſobedience to the laws of Gop ; 
you are guilty of the moſt ſtrange inconſiſtency. 
For, you diſapprove of that in a ſmaller inſtance, 
which you allow in another of much higher ag- 
gravation; and therefore are condemned out of 
your own mouth. If you think rebellion againſt 
an earthly King a grievous offence ; how much, 
more aggravated is rebellion againſt the King of 
heaven! when: it is conſidered that the offence is 
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heightened in proportion to the majeſty and dig- 


nity of that Gop againſt whom it is committed! 


Thoſe deluded finners, who, in the profane effu- 


ſions of their red-hot patriotiſm, are continually 


gh che Provincials as rebels,” by that very 
Bene y dlialect, declare, what kind of ſentence 


they themſelves merit, as rebels againſt the Moſt 


High Gop: and, before they arraign any perſons 
under that awful epithet, ſhould firſt break of 
their ſins by repentance. Loyalty to the King, is 
due from us as ſubjects of this realm: but ſurely 


this will by no means give us a diſpenſation from 


our kene loyalty to the Prince of the kings of 


the earth: rather will not inconſiſtency here be 


attended with the deeper guilt, and more dread- 
jul puniſhment ? 

O that it may pleaſe Gop to pour a ſpirit of 
grace and {application upon our land! to purge 
away the guilt of all ranks, orders and degrees of 


men amongſt us, by the blood of his Son! And 


ſo to reſorm us from our prevaling corruptions of 
truth, both in principle and practice, that the 
panegyric of Meſes, deſcriptive of Iſrael's bleſſed- 


neſs, may be equally applicable to Britain, Happy 


art thæu O Iſrael! Who is like unto thee ? A people 


ſaved of the Lord !*—May our national troubles 


ſpeedily come to a period! May that powerful 
voice, that in an inſtant calms the raging of the 


ſeas and aſſuages the fury of the tempett, ſpeak 
our diſcord into harmony 85 peace! 
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A HymMN for a Faſt-Day in Time of War. 


Deut. xxiii. 9. 


1. 
'REAT Gee of heav'n and nature, riſe, 
And hear our loud united cries: 


See BriTain bow before thy face 
Thro' all her coaſts, and ſeek oy. grace. 


Ft II. 
No arm of fleſh we'd make our truſt; 
Nor ſword, nor . horſe, nor ſhips we'd boaſt : 
Thine is the land, and thine the main, 
All human force and {ſkill is vain. | 


| III. 

Our guilt might draw thy vengeance down 
On ev'ry ſhore, on ev'ry town; 
But view us, Lozp, with pitying eye, 
And lay thy lifted thunder by. 


© - 
Forgive the follies of our times, 
And purge our land from all its crimes; 
Reform'd and deck'd with grace divine, 
Let princes, prieſts, and people, ſhine ! 


| icon Wa 

O may no Gov-provoking ſin 

Thro' all our camps and navies reigns 
No foul reproach, to drive from thence 
Onr ſureſt glory and defence! 


VI. 
So ſhall our _ delight to ; bleſs, | 
And crown our arms with wide ſucceſs : 


Our foes ſhall dread JEHOVAH's ſword, 
And conq'ring Britain ſhout the LORD!” 


In the Preſs, and will be publiſhed as ſoon as poſſible , 
By the fame AUTHOR. 
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PRINCIPALLY CONTAINING 


1 Miniſters of the Church of England, illiberally) 
q aſperſed in two pamphlets lately publiſhed by 
Mr. Samuel Medley, of Liverpool, and Mr. N 
Turner, of Birmingham. 


II. A more particular refutation of Mr. M.“s falſe 
doctrine of the EsSENTIALITY of dipping; with 
a few ſtrictures on the bigotry of his ſect. 


III. The ſcriptural Mops of adminiftering baptiſm 

by POURING Or SPRENKLING of water farther 
HW vindicated, from the moſt capital objections of 
1 Dr. Stennett, and the other two Anabaptifes afore- 
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| I. Some defenſive pleas for the Inſtitutions and 
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